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Sermons for the Month of June 


DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


SACRED HEART SERMONS 
ON OUR LORD’S CHILDHOOD AND PASSION 


I. Tue Sacrep HEART, A LOVER OF PovERTY AND SORROW 


“And opening their treasures they offered him gifts, gold, frankincense and 
myrrh.”—Matt. ii, 11. 

The gifts offered by the three Wise Men to our divine Saviour 
show that they recognized Him as infinite God, as King and as a 
mortal man. St. Bonaventure tells us that none of their offerings 
was so welcome to the divine Infant as the myrrh; He turned His 
head away from the gold, for He had chosen poverty to be His 
companion; and the frankincense He wished to be stored up, that 
He might offer it later to His Father in the Temple. The myrrh, 
however, He kept, and loved it so much that after His death He 
allowed Nicodemus to put myrrh and aloes on His sacred body. 

1. We all have heard how Moses as a child was exposed by his 
mother beside the river Nile, in hopes that he might thus escape 
death, for Pharao had ordered all the male children of the Israelites 
to be killed. Thermutis, Pharao’s daughter, found the infant among 
the reeds, and, being attracted by his beauty, adopted him. The 
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus tells us that Thermutis one day 
took her adopted son to her father, who, having no sons, and liking 
the boy very much, may possibly have thought of appointing him 
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to be his successor. In jest Pharao placed his royal crown upon 
the head of Moses, wishing to amuse him, but the child flung it to 
the ground and trampled on it (Ant. Jud. ii, c. 5). In the epistle 
to the Hebrews St. Paul writes: “Moses, when he was grown up, 
denied himself to be the son of Pharao’s daughter, rather choosing 
to be afflicted with the people of God, than to have the pleasure of 
sin for a time. Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasure of the Egyptians” (Heb. xi, 24-26). 

2. Moses in the basket of rushes was a type of Jesus in the crib; 
He, too, despised the gold, and asked His holy mother to give it 
to the poor; the frankincense He offered to His Father in heaven, 
and reserved for Himself only the poverty and sufferings of His 
nation, as St. Paul says: “Let us run by patience to the fight pro- 
posed to us, looking on Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, who, 
having joy set before Him, endured the Cross, despising the shame” 
(Heb. xii, 1, 2). 

We see that the Heart of Jesus even in His childhood did not 
cling to the short-lived pleasures of earth, but chose poverty and 
suffering as its lot in life. 

3. King David was once sitting in his palace, thinking of the 
unsuitable surroundings of the ark, and he said to Nathan, the 
prophet: ‘Dost thou see that I dwell in a house of cedar, and the 
ark of God is lodged within skins?” (2 Kings vii, 2). What must 
the three wise men have thought, after seeking the newly born king 
of the Jews in Herod’s palace at Jerusalem, when they found the 
Saviour of the world lying in a poor stable? At first they were 
speechless, but then shed tears of sorrow at His miserable sur- 
roundings, and when, despite His poverty, by divine inspiration 
they recognized Him as Son of God, they fell down before Him 
and adored Him. They perceived that the incarnate God cherished 
great love of poverty and suffering, and that His Sacred Heart 
had, from His very birth, chosen poverty to be His bride. 

Since the Sacred Heart of Jesus so deeply humbled itself as to 
despise all earthly riches, let us follow the example of the Magi 
and offer it a golden heart by loving God above all things and our 
neighbor as ourselves ; let us for love of God and our neighbor make 
a good use of all our earthly possessions and remember both the 
unseemly poverty surrounding our Lord in many churches and also 
the misery in which our fellow-creatures often dwell. Such dispo- 
sitions on our part would certainly be most pleasing to the Sacred 
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Heart. At Holy Mass, when the priest says Sursum corda, “lift up 
your hearts,” might not the Sacred Heart exclaim with justice: 
“Here are people whose hearts are chained to earth, and who 
aim only at earthly riches, splendor and esteem, and so they neglect 
and forget me, their Redeemer and truest Friend.” 

Let us offer the Sacred Heart also the frankincense of fervent 
prayer. Our hearts ought to resemble the golden vials full of odors, 
of which St. John speaks in the Apocalypse (v, 8), and says that 
they are the prayers of the saints. Let our prayers, too, rise daily 
and hourly before the throne of God. When the Jews were lan- 
guishing in the Babylonian captivity, Daniel used to turn three 
times every day towards the Temple of Jerusalem in order to pray 
to God (Dan. vi, 10), and we should follow his example, and wher- 
ever we may be, at home or at work, turn towards the church in 
order to adore the Sacred Heart of Jesus and give utterance to 
our love in some little ejaculation or prayer. 

Let us finally offer the Sacred Heart the myrrh of true contrition 
and sorrow for our past sins. Jesus, the lover of poverty and suf- 
fering, will unite our myrrh with His own, and allow a stream of 
joy and consolation to flow from His Heart into ours. Amen. 














MATERIAL FOR SERMONS TO CHILDREN 


A YEAR’S COURSE ON THE COMMANDMENT OF THE 
LOVE OF THE NEIGHBOR* 


VIII. Tsou SHatt Not SteEat—(Continued) 


5. CARE OF Our POSSESSIONS 


“Thou shalt not steal.” It is God’s will that each of us should 
keep what He has given us, and that no one should deprive another 
of his property. The Seventh Commandment is intended to pro- 
tect our rights of ownership, but God requires of us to be careful 
in guarding and preserving our own possessions. We can learn from 
Holy Scripture that God is displeased when men waste their goods. 
The eldest son, Esau had a right to most of his father’s wealth, 
but he recklessly sold this right to Jacob in return for a worthless 
dish of lentil pottage. This displeased God, who consequently did 
not choose Esau to be the ancestor of His people (cf. Heb. xii, 
16, 17). 

You all know the story of the prodigal son, who induced his father 
to give him his inheritance, and then went away and wasted it with 
wicked men. After he had thrown away all his money, he began 
to suffer hunger and became a swineherd, so poor that he would 
gladly have eaten the refuse given to the pigs. This was his punish- 
ment for wasting his inheritance. 

God hates wastefulness. We see that in the story of Dives, who 
was clothed in purple and fine linen and feasted on delicacies every 
day. When he died, he was buried in hell and suffered terrible 
agony. 

God does not give us earthly riches that we may indulge in 
luxury and display. We read in the Gospel of a rich man who 
had accumulated great wealth, and intended to pass the rest of his 
days in comfort and idleness; he said to his soul: “Thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years, take thy rest, eat, drink and 
make good cheer.” But God said to him: “Thou fool, this night 
do they require thy soul of thee; and whose shall those things be 
which thou hast provided?” (Luke xii, 7-20). 





* Each issue will, like the present, bring an instalment calculated to furnish 
matter for the sermons at the Children’s Mass on the Sundays of the month. 
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God does not like us to waste our money on luxuries. Holy 
Scripture contains many warnings against self-indulgence. “He 
that loveth good cheer, shall be in want; he that loveth wine and 
fat things, shall not be rich” (Prov. xxi, 17). “Woe to you that 
rise up early in the morning to follow drunkenness, and to drink 
till the evening to be infiamed with wine” (Is. v, 11). “Neither 
drunkards, nor railers, nor extortioners shall possess the kingdom 
of God” (1 Cor, vi, 10). It is our duty to be careful how we use 
our property, lest we fall into poverty and want. We shall have 
to render an account of what we have done with our possessions. 
The beautiful parable of the talents teaches us this lesson. Who 
can tell me the story? How did the master distribute his goods? 
How much did each servant receive? How did they use the 
money entrusted to them? How did their master judge them on 
his return? 

Let us apply this parable to ourselves. God is the Master who 
gives us all that we possess. To one He gives 5 talents, i. ¢., great 
riches; to another 2 talents, 7. ¢., less money, and to a third only 
one talent, 4. e., only a small income. We all receive what we have 
from God, and we shall not keep it for ever. Some day we shall 
have to render an account and pay back all that He has lent us. 
When will this happen? 

On the day of judgment God will ask us: “What have you 
done with the property that I gave you?” We ought to be able to 
answer: “Here is what you gave me, and the rest I acquired by 
my own industry and labor.” The lazy servant in the parable 
brought back the whole talent; he had not lost any of it, and yet 
he was condemned because he had not made good use of it, and 
added to it. What will God say to those who cannot produce their 
talent at all, because they have wasted it? The servant who received 
one talent was punished for being lazy. God hates laziness; He 
wants us to work and by our labor preserve and increase our pos- 
sessions, like the good servant in the parable. A rich man must 
not fancy that he need not exert himself, for God will then con- 
demn him as an unprofitable servant. Everyone ought to work 
and to take care of his property, otherwise he will not be included 
among the good and faithful stewards when God calls him to give 
an account of his stewardship. 
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6. THe USE oF Our PROPERTY. 


(a) Christian liberality. We are only stewards of our earthly 
goods, and God will require us to give an account for the use that 
we make of them. How ought a good steward to use his Master’s 
property? Our Lord once related the following story: There was 
a rich man who had a steward, and this man was suspected of 
wasting his master’s goods. So the rich man called him and said: 
“How is it that I hear this of thee? Give an account of thy stew- 
ardship, for now thou canst be steward no longer.” The man 
said to himself: “What shall I do if my master takes away the 
stewardship from me? I cannot dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 
Yet I know what I can do so that people may receive me into their 
houses when I am steward no longer.” So he called together all 
his lord’s debtors, and asked the first how much he owed. The man 
answered: “An hundred barrels of oil.” The steward said: “Take 
thy bill and sit down quickly and write fifty.” Then he asked 
another how much he owed, and the man replied: “An hundred 
quarters of wheat.” And he said to him: “Take the bill and write 
eighty.” The master heard what the steward had done and com- 
mended him for his wisdom. 


What was the steward afraid of? Why was he to be deprived 
of his office? How might he have avoided starvation? (by work— 
but he was too weak; or by begging—but he was too proud). Why 
did he call his lord’s debtors together? (They were to help him 
if he were reduced to poverty.) What did he say to the first? 
Why did he tell him to alter his bill? (In order that the debtor 
might feel gratitude and take him to live with him.) What did he 
say to the second? Why did he summon them one after another? 
Why was he now secure against want? (Because the debtors would 
support him, since their debts were so much diminished by his trick.) 
The steward made provision against poverty, and we ought to 
admire his wisdom, though we cannot approve of his methods. Let 
us examine the meaning of the parable; who is the master? (God.) 
Who is the steward? (A man possessing great wealth.) How long 
does he act as steward? (Until his death.) How did he provide 
against poverty? (He gave away some of his master’s property.) 
We ought to follow his example in this respect, not, of course, in 
his dishonesty. How can we do this? We ought to give to the 
poor part of what God has given to us; then, when at death we are 
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deprived of all our possessions, the poor will help us by their 
prayers and intercession. God wishes us to act thus, since He com- 
mended the unjust steward for having done wisely. 

Give alms of what you possess, that the poor may be your advo- 
cates. This is the great lesson that our Saviour intended to teach 
in this parable. The same lesson is taught in many passages of 
Holy Scripture. Tobias said to his son: “Give alms out of thy 
substance, and turn not away thy face from any poor person, for 
so it shall come to pass that the face of the Lord shall not be turned 
from thee” (Tob. iv, 7). Isaias exclaimed to the people: “Deal 
thy bread to the hungry, and bring the needy and the harborless 
into thy house, and when thou shalt see one naked, cover him, and 
despise not thy own flesh” (Is. lviii, 7). St. John the Baptist said 
to his penitents: “He that hath two coats, let him give to him that 
hath none, and he that hath meat, let him do in like manner” (Luke 
iii, 11). In the Sermon on the Mount our Lord said: “Give to 
him that asketh of thee, and from him that would borrow of thee 
turn not away” (Matt. v, 42). 

Perhaps you have wished sometimes that you could do something 
to please God. You can all please Him if you are kind to the poor. 
Even the poorest creature is made in God’s image, and whoever 
honors in him the likeness of his Creator, honors God Himself. 
Hence Holy Scripture tells us: “He that hath pity on the poor, hon- 
oreth his Maker” (Prov. xiv, 31). “He that hath mercy on the 
poor, lendeth to the Lord, and He will repay him” (Prov. xix, 17). 
To the merciful our Saviour will say at the last day: “Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, possess you the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave 
me to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me to drink; I was a stran- 
ger, and you took me in; naked, and you covered me; sick, and you 
visited me; I was in prison, and you came to me.” Then shall the 
just answer Him, saying: “Lord, when did we see Thee hungry 
and fed Thee; thirsty, and gave Thee to drink?” . . . And our Lord 
answering shall say to them: “Amen I say to you, as lng as you 
did it to one of these my least brethren, you did it to me.’ 

(b) Corporal Works of Mercy.—We have just heard what we 
ought to do for the poor. What is the first thing that our Saviour 
will say to the merciful ? 

“I was hungry, and you gave me to eat.” God desires us to feed 
the hungry poor. 
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Abraham invited three strangers into his tent, and entertained 
them there. What was his reward? 

The widow at Sarepta made a cake for the prophet, and used her 
last handful of flour. She was richly rewarded twice over. How? 

Tobias when in captivity shared his food with his fellow-prisoners, 
How was he rewarded? 

Our Saviour twice fed the multitudes in the wilderness. But, on 
the other hand, Jacob acted meanly, for in return for a dish of 
lentils he forced Esau to surrender to him his birthright. 

We all should be glad to follow these good examples. If ever a 
hungry person comes to your house, give him part of your own 
dinner; share your food with your school-fellows, if they have not 
enough to eat. “He that hath pity on the poor, honoreth his 
Maker.” Do not forget the hungry birds in winter. 

“IT was thirsty, and you gave me to drink.” 

Rebecca handed her water jug to Eliezer, and gave his thirsty 
camels water to drink. What was her reward? 

The Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well gave our Lord some water, 
and in return He gave her the living water of His grace and teaching. 

We shall be glad to have an opportunity of giving a drink to any 
one who is thirsty, if we remember that our Saviour said: “Who- 
soever shall give to drink to one of these little ones a cup of cold 
water only in the name of a disciple, amen I say to you, he shall not 
lose his reward” (Matt. x, 42). Be careful to give water to cattle 
and domestic animals, cats and dogs, especially in summer. 

“T was naked, and you covered me.” 

Tobias gave his clothes to the ragged Israelites. 

Job clothed the naked, as if they were his own brethren. 

Do you know the story of St. Martin, who gave a beggar part of 
his cloak? Think how much displeased God must be with people 
like Dives, who let Lazarus lie in rags, whilst he himself wore purple 
and fine linen. Cast-off clothes should be given to the poor. 

“T was a stranger, and you took me in.” 

Abraham had the happiness of entertaining God Himself and two 
angels. Lot took the two angels to his house and gave them shelter. 
The Good Samaritan took the wounded stranger to an inn, and paid 
the innkeeper to take care of him. Mary and Martha delighted in 
offering hospitality to Jesus. 

In the East, where there are few inns, it is often necessary to 
offer a night’s lodging to the poor, but we can help them by paying 
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for them in some shelter or asylum. Whoever shelters the poor, will 
be welcomed by our Saviour in Heaven. Are you careful to see 
that your dog has a warm, dry bed? Do you arrange nesting places 
for the birds? If we love God’s creatures, we love their Creator. 

“I was in prison, and you came to me (to release me)”’. 

Abraham delivered Lot from captivity. 

Ruben drew Joseph out of the pit and saved his life. 

The king released Daniel from the lions’ den. 

Daniel delivered Susanna from those who accused her falsely. 

In the East, poor people, who could not pay their debts, were 
often cast by their creditors into prison, where they remained until 
charitable persons gave them enough money to pay back what they 
owed. Our Lord was speaking of prisoners of this kind, not of 
criminals imprisoned for their misdeeds. If ever we know that 
any innocent person is in prison, we should do our utmost to obtain 
his release by lawful means. 

It sometimes happens that by accident people are shut up, as it 
were, in prison. This may be the result of a mine explosion, or of 
a flood, or of a fire. In such cases we should always try every 
possible way to deliver these poor captives. There is an association 
for securing the freedom of negro slaves, and another for saving 
poor little heathen babies. There are other captives longing for 
freedom,—think of birds shut up in cages, and animals cooped up 
so that they can hardly move. 

“IT was sick, and you visited me.” 

How often did our Saviour visit and cure the sick! Can you 
give me any instances of His doing so? Many people, especially 
nursing sisters, follow His example, and make it their lifework to 
tend the sick. We ought to be glad to visit the sick, not to depress 
them and make them unhappy (like Job’s friends), but to cheer 
them up and encourage them, to talk to them about God’s goodness 
and to suggest their receiving the Sacraments. “Be not slow to 
visit the sick, for by these things thou shalt be confirmed in love” 
(Ecclus. vii, 39). 

You must not go to see people suffering from any contagious 
disease, unless it is your duty to attend them. 

Even after their death, our brethren need our charity. King 
Sennacherib caused many Jews to be murdered in captivity, and 
their bodies were left lying by the roadside, for the wild dogs 
to devour. Tobias used to bury them secretly, to save them from 
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such desecration. This pleased God, so that the Archangel Raphael 
was able to say: “When thou didst pray with tears, and didst bury 
the dead, and didst leave thy dinner, and hide the dead by day in 
thy house, and bury them by night, I offered thy prayer to the 
Lord. . . . And now the Lord hath sent me to heal thee” (Tob. 
xii, 12-14). Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus acted in the 
same way. The Pharisees intended to cast our Lord’s Body into 
the common grave where murderers were buried, but these two men 
obtained permission to take it down from the Cross, anoint it, and 
lay it in a new sepulchre (John xix, 38). 

The example set us by these men should make us show respect 
to the dead, by being present at their burial, and keeping their 
graves in good order. Their bodies were once temples of the Holy 
Ghost, and at the last day they will rise again in undying glory. 

We ought to relieve the bodily needs of others in a spirit of 
mercy and charity. God gave us our property that we might help 
our neighbors. A thief says to those about him, “What is yours, 
is mine,” but God wishes us to say to those in sorrow: “What is 
mine, is yours.” Our heavenly Father is pleased when we, His 
children, are kind to one another. Of course you may not be able 
to supply the needs of others or to help them, but you can show 
your good will by a friendly word or a sympathetic look, even when 
you are dealing with people who do not like you. If you can do 
nothing at all for your neighbor, you can at least pray for him, and 
say: “Lord, help him, for I cannot.” If you want to be happy, you 
must make others happy. 

(c) The Blessing bestowed upon the liberal. 

Is it not foolish to give some of our possessions to the poor? 

The widow of Sarephta gave the prophet Elias her last handful 
of flour, and as a reward the pot of meal wasted not, and the cruse 
of oil was not diminished, until rain fell and the famine was at an 
end. 

Job was very charitable to the poor, and as a reward he became 
extremely rich and lived to a great age. 

Tobias took pity upon his fellow countrymen in captivity, and 
was abundantly blessed by God. He recovered his sight, lived to 
the age of 102, saw his great-grandchildren and knew that his son 
was a wealthy man. 

Ruth was kind to her mother-in-law, and gave her food saved 
from her own meals. Hence Booz admired her goodness of heart 
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and married her. In this way she became a rich woman and our 
Saviour was her descendant. 

Holy Scripture contains many truths on this subject:—“Some 
distribute their own goods and grow richer; others take away what 
is not their own and are always in want” (Prov. xi, 24). “He that 
is inclined to mercy shall be blessed; for of his bread he hath given 
to the poor” (Prov. xxii, 9). “He that hath mercy on the poor, 
lendeth to the Lord, and He will repay him” (Prov. xix, 17). “He 
that giveth to the poor, shall not want ; he that despiseth his entreaty, 
shall suffer indigence” (Prov. xxviii, 27). 

Zacheus gave half of his goods to the poor, and consequently our 
Saviour was glad to enter his house. 

Cornelius, the centurion, gave away much money in alms, and so 
St. Peter was sent to him, and baptized him and his family. 


Tabitha spent her life in good works and almsgiving, and when 
she fell sick and died, St. Peter restored her to life. 

Many good things are promised to the merciful in Holy Scripture: 
“Blessed is he that understandeth concerning the needy and the 
poor; the Lord will deliver him in the evil day” (Ps. xl, 2). 
“Prayer is good with fasting and alms, more than to lay up treasures 
of gold; for alms delivereth from death, and the same is that which 
purgeth away sins, and maketh to find mercy and life everlasting” 
(Tob. xii, 8, 9). “Water quencheth a flaming fire, and alms re- 
sisteth sins” (Ecclus. iii, 33). “Stretch out thy hand to the poor, 
that thy expiation and thy blessing may be perfected” (Ecclus. 
vii. 36). 

Whoever desires God’s blessing, must give alms in the right way. 
Hence our Saviour says: “When thou dost an alms-deed, sound 
not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, that they may be honored by men. Amen I say 
to you, they have received their reward. But when thou dost alms, 
let not thy left hand (i. e., the man on thy left-hand side) know 
what thy right hand doth, that thy alms may be in secret, and thy 
Father, who seeth in secret, will repay thee” (Matt. vi, 2-4). We 
must neither expect nor demand gratitude in return for our alms. 
“Do good and lend, hoping for nothing again” (Luke vi, 35). 
“When thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame and 
the blind, and thou shalt be blessed, because they have not where- 
with to make thee recompense” (Luke xiv, 13, 14). Nevertheless, 
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the poor should regard it as a duty to show gratitude to their bene- 
factors. 

Whatever we give in alms, ought to be given cheerfully and 
gladly, for love of God and our neighbors. “He that sheweth 
mercy (let him do it) with cheerfulness” (Rom. xii, 8). “God 
loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. ix, 7). We should let the poor 
see that we love them, for it is love that renders our gift valuable. 
“If I should distribute all my goods to feed the poor, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing” (1 Cor. xiii, 3). 

Every one, even the poorest, can do something to help his neigh- 
bor, and a little gift may be of more value in God’s sight than a 
costly offering, for He looks at the good intention with which it is 
made. Think of the poor widow and her little contribution to the 
treasury. “If thou have much, give abundantly ; if thou have little, 
take care even so to bestow willingly a little” (Tob. iv, 9). 

Many rich people are unwilling to part with their money, and 
to give any of itaway. They behave like the cruel servant who had 
no mercy upon his fellow-servant. Yet God says that it is a duty 
to help the poor: “He that stoppeth his ears against the cry of the 
poor, shall also cry himself and shall not be heard” (Prov. xxi, 13). 
Unless they give alms, they will fare like Dives, for our Saviour 
says: “It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man—who is not merciful—to enter heaven.” He 
exclaimed: “Wo to you that are rich, for you have your consola- 
tion; Wo to you that are filled, for you shall hunger. Wo to you 
that now laugh, for you shall mourn and weep.” On the day of 
judgment He will say to the hard-hearted rich: “Depart from me, 
you cursed, into everlasting fire. For I was hungry, and you gave 
me not to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me not to drink.... 
As long as you did it not to one of these least, neither did you do it 
to me.” 














































SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW MASS 


CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY AND THE MODERN 
WORLD 


From the Norwegian of Rev. K. Krocu-Tonnine, D.D. 
THE SUNDAY AFTER THE ASCENSION 
THE DESTINY OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 


“But when the Paraclete cometh, whom I will send you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth, who proceedeth from the Father, he shall give testimony 
of me.”—John xv, 26 

Our Lord’s own fate foreshadowed the destiny of His Church; 
hatred and persecution would be followed by ultimate triumph. 

I. Hatred and persecution.—Jesus Christ was meek and gentle 
of heart; He went about doing good to the sick, the poor and the 
suffering; He sought not His own glory, but patiently endured 
humiliation for the truth’s sake; He aimed at no worldly advantage, 
and was so poor that He had not where to lay His head; and He 
sacrificed honor, happiness and life itself to save sinners. And yet 
no one was ever more bitterly hated. He had indeed some few 
friends, but most people detested Him, especially the ruling classes, 
whose hatred finally brought about His death. 

This is a fact full of significance, and His kingdom, the Church, 
has at all times shared His fate. He foretold that this should be 
the case, and from the very beginning she has been hated and per- 
secuted, although her members led honest and Godfearing lives, fol- 
lowing their Master’s example, and desiring, like Him, to save 
souls and make men happy in this world and the next. Their re- 
ward has always been hatred and persecution, and it is the same 
still, although our enemies now have recourse to other means, and 
have discarded the rack and the gallows. Never have they been 
more successful among the masses, and especially amongst those 
who now possess the ruling power. 

If the Church, when suffering from the world’s hostility, had 
had no other consolation than the knowledge that after all she was 
but sharing her Master’s lot, this alone would have sufficed to en- 
courage her. It is absolutely certain that our Saviour was hated, 


723 





724 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


although He had right on His side, yes, although He was Himself 
the way, the truth and the life. 

In the same way the Church may comfort herself with the thought 
that the hatred of the world and the falling away of whole nations 
furnish no evidence against her possession of the truth, nor against 
St. Paul’s assertion that she is the pillar and ground of the truth 
(1 Tim. iii, 15). The same thought affords consolation to every 
one who takes part in the work of making known the truth. We 
are apt to despond if the masses turn against us, and we may even 
doubt doctrines that we once preached with ardent faith and en- 
thusiasm. It seems so reasonable to suppose that the majority 
must have right on their side; that they have power is an unques- 
tionable fact, and we are timid, and like to sail with the tide. If 
Christ had acted thus, He would have ruined His cause, and the 
same may be said of the Church. No one ever had the tide more 
completely against Him than our Lord, and in every age the 
Church has encountered opposition. May we not think that this 
has been the case precisely because she possesses the truth? 

Let us adhere loyally to the truth that we have received and be 
faithful to the teaching of Christ and His Church, even though the 
majority is against us, and we have to endure to some slight extent 
the scorn and opposition of the world. Bitterness, ill will and 
hatred on the part of persecutors are apt to call forth the same 
feelings on that of their victims; but if we yield to such emotions, 
we shall be condemned with our opponents. Jesus Christ accepted 
the bitterness and hatred of His enemies with gentleness and humil- 
ity, looking upon them as a cross that could never crush His char- 
ity. Let us follow His example, lest we be carried away by the 
tide, and perish like the children of this world! I said just now 
that the Church of Christ may have encountered the world’s oppo- 
sition precisely because she possesses the truth. This is really the 
case, and she may derive great consolation from it. Jesus Christ, 
who is the Truth, came to the world and to His own, and they 
received Him not, because they loved darkness rather than light. 
Why are most men hostile to Christ and His Church? Do they 
know the truth better than our Lord? No; it is because the world 
hates the truth, that it also hates Christ and His Church. Why 
does it hate the truth? Our Lord gives the answer in to-day’s 
gospel: “Because they have not known the Father nor me.” Is 
their ignorance excusable? No; He is speaking of those who have 
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every opportunity of knowing the Father and the Son, but never- 
theless shut their eyes to the truth, as they have an instinctive feel- 
ing that it would cost them something to recognize it. They refuse 
to admit its supremacy, because it would interfere with their com- 
fort and with the worldly amusements in which they delight, and 
would require of them self-sacrifice and fidelity even unto death. 
This is the real reason why most people hate the truth and the 
Church of Christ; and we can easily understand the motive under- 
lying their hatred. A perception of this fact should make us 
stronger and more resolute to fight in defence of what we know to 
be the truth. 

II. Victory—The thing that gives Christ’s followers peculiar 
courage and strength in conflict, is the certainty that, in spite of all 
opposition, their cause will ultimately prevail. Our Saviour tri- 
umphed, though He was apparently overcome, and the Church, 
being His own institution, must, like Him, eventually triumph; did 
He not promise that the gates of hell should never prevail against 
her? 

She will triumph, not merely in spite of opposition, but to a great 
extent through opposition. When our Saviour hung bleeding and 
dying on the Cross, His enemies exulted in their victory. But His 
death is our life, this apparent defect is the triumph of eternal 
truth over the powers of death and falsehood. His foes became the 
means whereby were secured our Lord’s own triumph, the over- 
throw of death and our salvation. This furnishes the Church of 
Christ with a guarantee that she will finally overcome the same 
enemies ; and history records many instances in which she has come 
forth victorious. At the time when men believed themselves to be 
doing God service by persecuting His followers, and when the blood 
of martyrs was flowing freely, the Church grew and prospered. 
The martyrs’ blood did not choke the good seed, but fertilized it. 

The same law still holds good. Just as an individual gains cour- 
age and strength through meeting with opposition, so does the 
Church. At the present time she has to encounter most bitter hos- 
tility, but she will triumph, on account of it as well as in spite of it. 
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PENTECOST 
THE HOLY GHOST 


“I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.”—John xv, 1. 


The three chief festivals of the Church are like three precious 
stones, all of equal beauty and value, but each possessing its own 
peculiar color and charm. Christmas reminds us of the Father, 
who sent His Son into the world for its redemption. There can be 
nothing greater or more glorious than this gift, and therefore 
“Blessed be the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ now and for- 
evermore.” But what would Christmas be without Easter—the resur- 
rection of our crucified Saviour? What benefit should we derive 
from the coming of God the Son into this world, if He had not 
died for our sins and risen again from the dead? There can be 
nothing greater and more glorious than His death and resurrection, 
therefore “Blessed be Jesus Christ, now and for evermore.” But 
what would Easter be without Pentecost? What significance would 
our Lord’s death and Resurrection have had for us without the 
Holy Ghost, who alone can bring us to Christ? Without the gift 
bestowed at Pentecost we should have no faith in Christ, nor 
should we be united with Him, for we owe both our faith and our 
union with Him to the Holy Ghost. There can be nothing greater 
and more glorious than this faith and union,—therefore, “Blessed 
be the Holy Ghost, now and for evermore.” 

I. We are keeping the feast of the Holy Ghost, and yet there is 
no allusion to Him in our text, at least no explicit allusion; but 
when our Lord speaks of Himself as the vine, and of His disciples 
as the branches, we may believe the Holy Ghost to be the sap, 
flowing from the root and stem to every leaf and tendril, and con- 
veying life and strength to every part. This is a token, which it is 
most important for us to observe, of our possession of the Holy 
Spirit and of our union with Christ. We ought to notice in the 
first place that the Holy Ghost is the spirit of sanctity, without 
which no one can see God. Hence, St. Peter reminds the early 
Christians: “It is written, ‘you shall be holy, for I am holy’” (1 
Peter i, 16). We cannot have the spirit of God, nor can we be 
united with Christ in the Holy Ghost, unless we are striving to be 
holy. This sanctity is the fruit of which our Saviour spoke when 
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He said that His followers should bring forth much fruit. He who 
brings forth none, will be cast out as a barren and unproductive 
branch, and thrown into the fire. Is not this a stringent order re- 
quiring us to aim at holiness of life? 

Many desire forgiveness of sins and speak of its necessity, and 
they think Christianity exists for no other purpose than to enable 
them to obtain pardon. Suppose a son offends his father grievously, 
and then asks for and receives forgiveness. This happens again 
and again; but the young man is satisfied when he is pardoned; he 
never attempts to improve, or to avoid giving offence in future, 
and goes on wounding his parents by his wickedness. Surely he is 
a worthless wretch. In the same way, a kind of Christianity that 
stops short at faith in the forgiveness of sins, and never aims at 
sanctity, is a miserable thing, devoid of the spirit of God, for the 
Holy Ghost is a Spirit of sanctity. 

Christ desires us to bring forth the fruits of a holy life, 7. ¢., He 
wishes us gradually to improve, to grow more just and charitable in 
our dealings with others, more humble and severe in judging our- 
selves. Do those who call themselves Christians invariably display 
these characteristics? If you are uncharitable, irritable, untrust- 
worthy, harsh towards others, self-satisfied and self-indulgent, there 
is much reason to fear that your profession of Christianity is vain, 
and that you do not possess the Holy Spirit, and are not united with 
Christ in that Spirit. 

II. We must note further that the Holy Ghost is the Spirit of 
truth, speaking to us in the word of God. Hence Christ bids us 
“continue in His word,” 7. ¢., in the word of God. Unless we act 
thus, we shall not possess the Holy Spirit. We must continue in 
the word, not hear or read it just once or twice, but study it with 
persevering zeal. We must read it in our homes, and hear it in 
God’s house, regularly and carefully, otherwise we are not con- 
tinuing in the word. If God’s word is not familiar to us, we become 
estranged from the Holy Spirit, which bears testimony through the 
word, especially in God’s house. 

III. God’s Spirit is the Spirit of prayer, and in the gospel 
Christ urges us to pray, and promises that we shall be heard. 
Where prayer is unknown, the Spirit of God is absent, for wherever 
it is present, it impels men to pray. Our Lord does not merely 
invite us to pray, He demands it of us as a duty, inseparable from 
the worship of God. He wishes us to honor Him by offering Him 
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praise, thanksgiving and prayer. He bids us regard His house asa 
house of prayer, the place where He will accept the worship of our 
hearts and lips. Consequently where the churches stand empty, 
the hearts of men are undoubtedly devoid of the Spirit of God, and 
are not in union with Christ. 

IV. The spirit of God is the Spirit of love, and Jesus Christ re- 
quires love of us. He says: “Abide in my love.” Absence of love 
denotes absence of the Holy Spirit, who always inspires love. We 
cannot evade our Lord’s claim upon our love; we ought to love 
Him more than father, or mother, or wife, or child. I remember 
how, when I was a child, this commandment filled me with fear, 
for it seemed to me impossible not to love my mother best of all, 
and yet God required me to love Him still more. God commands us 
to love Him, so it is our duty to obey. For our consolation, how- 
ever, He tells us how this can be done: “He that hath my command- 
ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.” “If you keep 
my commandments, you shall abide in my love.” Our Lord does 
not care about our feelings, which are not under our own control, 
and which have no permanence; but He wants us honestly to re- 
solve to keep His commandments, to do our duty and to accom- 
plish His will, although we may do so only very imperfectly, for 
all human actions are necessarily imperfect. This is the love that 
He claims, and any one who intends to give it Him, receives grace 
and strength. I remember distinctly the happiness that I felt, when 
this doctrine concerning the duty of loving God was explained to 
me. The Spirit of God assists everyone who strives to do and be 
what our Saviour desires. Hence the commandment of love alarms 
hypocrites, who talk a great deal about their emotions, and take no 
pains to please our Lord. Here again is consolation for honest 
though timid souls; for they must be aware that they desire nothing 
so ardently as to be able to say, with St. Peter: “Lord, Thou know- 
est that I love Thee,” and to do God’s will, imperfectly perhaps, but 
still as well as they can. 

Therefore, if the Spirit of Pentecost is to dwell within us, we 
must be in earnest about our own sanctification; we must continue 
in God’s word; we must lead a life of prayer in our homes as well 
as at church; and we must love God by striving to obey Him and 
to do our duty. All these things involve much effort on our part, 
and we should ever bear in mind our Saviour’s words: “Without me 
ye can do nothing.” To boast of our own powers and merits 
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would. be as foolish as for a little branch of a vine to boast of the 
grapes that hang upon it. All the credit of producing good fruit 
belongs to the vine and to the sap that flows through the branches, 
and, in the same way, all the credit of whatever good there may be 
in our lives belongs to Christ and His Holy Spirit, which permeates 
the whole body of the Church. Without Him we can indeed do 
nothing, but it is our fault if we are unfruitful branches; the cause 
of unfruitfulness is always the same,—refusal to abide in Christ. 





TRINITY SUNDAY 
BAPTISM, LAW AND THE CHURCH 


“Going therefore teach ye all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”—Matt. xxviii, 19. 

The days of our Lord’s glorified life on earth were drawing to a 
close; His great task of redemption had been completed on Cal- 
vary, and solemnly recognized by Almighty God on Easter day. 
The Church was foundéd, her corner-stone was laid, and the outline 
of her future development was sketched. Now our Divine Saviour 
was about to take leave of this world, and especially of His chosen 
Apostles, who were thenceforth to enter upon their inheritance, and 
carry to every land the seed that He had sown with His words and 
watered with His Blood. “More than five hundred brethren” (1 
Cor. xv, 6) were assembled on the mountain in Galilee, eagerly 
awaiting the coming of their risen Lord. Suddenly He stood before 
them, and the Apostles fell to the ground in adoration, for their 


. faith would never waver again, but others, who had not yet seen 


Him since His resurrection, still doubted whether it were indeed 
their Master whom they beheld. He fixed His eyes upon the Apos- 
tles, and said solemnly: “All power is given to me in heaven and 
in earth. Going therefore teach ye all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you; and behold I am with you all days, even to the consummation 
of the world.” In these brief words did our Redeemer, who pos- 
sessed all power, confer upon His Apostles, before leaving them, 
their threefold office, and commission them to be teachers, priests 
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and shepherds of our ransomed race. Yet not of them alone did 
He think; He had in mind at that moment all who should succeed 
the Apostles and carry on their work, for He spoke of all nations, 
and of their task being continued until the consummation of the 
world. 

I. Baptism.—Baptism effects the inward and outward incorpo- 
ration of men into God’s Kingdom. It was natural therefore that 
our Lord, when solemnly sending out the Apostles to found this 
kingdom, should order them to baptize all nations. This fact ought 
to be seriously considered by those who profess to see nothing in 
holy Baptism but a meaningless ceremony, as well as by those who 
think that it is merely a symbolical rite, typifying the purification of 
the soul. 

No; at our Baptism we are really cleansed from sin, which is an 
obstacle to our admission to God’s kingdom; we are really made 
members of Christ and His Church. 

Baptism is not a mere type of sanctification, but actually renders 
us holy, and therefore it is of the very highest importance. We 
bring our children to be baptized, and it behooves us further to re- 
member, as they grow up, that they are Christ’s disciples. It is 
possible, of course, to have what may be called an exaggerated view 
of Baptism, and to imagine that any one who has received this 
Sacrament need trouble no more about his salvation. Such a view 
is completely mistaken, and perhaps not many people fall into such 
a disastrous error; we more frequently meet those who underesti- 
mate the importance of Baptism. 

To our sorrow we perceive many faults in baptized children, and 
see signs in them of the influence of the world and the flesh. Only 
too often thy go astray altogether from the right path, and we are 
apt to despair of them, and to regard them as little heathens. We 
forget that a baptized child can never be the same as a heathen, for, 
although we may break our covenant with God, He never breaks 
His covenant with us. We forget that at Baptism the seed of life 
is planted in a child’s heart, and although this seed may decay and 
perish, yet by God’s grace it can always be called back to life and 
growth. Anxious parents, who grieve over a child given up to sin, 
should not lose hope, but rely on the strength of the covenant with 
God, concluded at the child’s Baptism; the covenant may indeed be 
weakened, but it can always be renewed and strengthened. 

II. Law.—What else did our Lord say to His disciples at the 
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solemn moment when He was about to leave them? He told them 
that, besides baptizing all nations, they were to teach them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever He had commanded. Did He not men- 
tion faith, when giving His disciples this commission? Is it not 
strange that there is here no allusion to faith in Jesus Christ, the 
root of all justification? By no means, for in the first place there 
is a reference to faith in the words immediately following, and, 
secondly, our Saviour was speaking to the Apostles, His own chosen 
servants. No servant of Christ can be wanting in faith, and least 
of all did these first servants need admonition to keep the faith. 
Their faith was too firm ever to be overcome. We can see from 
our Lord’s words that living faith alone is of value in His sight, 
living faith that reveals itself in keeping His commandments. Many 
make loud profession of their faith, and seem to think that this is 
enough, for at the same time they trample the commandments under 
foot, and disregard all Christ’s teaching. Others, who are good 
and honest, learn by painful experience that it is not easy to keep 
the commandments, and that many struggles and much self-conquest 
are necessary. More genuine is the faith of those who make no 
loud protestations, and may perhaps say humbly: “Lord, I believe; 
help Thou my unbelief,” but who, by observing Christ’s command- 
ments and precepts, show that their faith is real and living. 

If we read the psalms of David, or the writings of the prophets, 
or our Lord’s discourses recorded in the gospels, we everywhere 
find exhortations to do God’s will, to obey His commandments, and 
to lead an upright and honest life. No one can do this unless he 
have faith; but a believer is strictly bound to live in accordance 
with his faith, otherwise he is practically false to it, and faith means 
nothing to him, if it ceases to influence his daily life. 

In times of strong spiritual emotion, men often act in a way that 
is reprehensible; they do many things that do not savor of true 
Christianity at all, and sometimes those who boast of their faith, 
and of the necessity of “faith alone,” fall very low, and occasion 
much scandal. This is probably due to their having adopted the 
fatal theory that all must be quite easy if only they have faith. 
They forget that Christ bids us all keep His commandments; they 
delight in the thought that they enjoy the privileges of children in 
their father’s house, and they overlook the fact that even such chil- 
dren have certain duties to perform. 
Ill. The Church—Jesus Christ established His kingdom on earth, 
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the holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. It consisted primarily of 
His Apostles, who represented the Church when they assembled at 
the solemn hour of His departure. The world hates and persecutes 
this kingdom. It hated and persecuted the Apostles, and their suc- 
cessors, who, like them, strove to fulfil our Lord’s commandment 
to baptize and teach all nations. The world can make life very 
hard for the followers of Christ; it can rob them of honor and even 
of life, but it cannot deprive them of their courage and confidence, 
because they rely upon their Master’s promise: “Behold, I am with 
you all days, even to the consummation of the world.” He pos- 
sessed all power in heaven and in earth, and therefore we are abso- 
lutely certain that the world will never be able to overthrow His 
kingdom. 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE CROSS 


“Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.’”—Matt. xvi, 24. 

In heaven there is a great multitude of the blessed, each having 
a palm of victory in his hand, a crown upon his head and the joy 
of triumph in his heart. If we could question each of them singly, 
and ask by what path they reached the glory of heaven, one and all 
would reply: “We followed the way of the Cross.” Per crucem 
ad lucem, through the cross to everlasting light. Each bore his 
cross, and this must needs be so, since our Saviour said: ‘“Who- 
soever doth not carry his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My 
disciple.” It is by means of the Cross that He recognizes His fol- 
lowers, and consequently they love and value it. A man who does 
nothing but grumble at the weight of his cross, is not one of our 
Lord’s disciples. 

I. The School of the Cross. Our Saviour tells us that we must 
deny ourselves. Now some people seem to fancy that it is possible 
to be a Christian without practising any self-denial, and to confess 
Christ whilst leading a life in no respect different from that of a 
thoroughly worldly man. They think it unnecessary to mortify their 
vanity and ambition, and forget that our Lord said: “How can 
you believe, who receive glory one from another, and the glory which 
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is from God alone, you do not seek?” (John v, 44). They deem it 
superfluous to curb their love of criticising, judging and condemning 
others, and indulge it freely, although Christ said: “Judge not, 
that you may not be judged” (Matt. vii, 1). They do not attempt 
to bridle their tongues, and do not hesitate to slander their neigh- 
bors. They refuse to put a charitable interpretation upon the words 
and deeds of others, and take everything in bad part. They cherish 
ardent desires, and cannot endure disappointment. 

If all this is compatible with Christianity, where is the self-denial, 
which our Lord requires of everyone who would be His disciple? 
How terribly do such people deceive themselves! 

Self-denial is indispensable because we are sinners, and our wills 
must be mortified, because they are sinful. Even if they were not 
sinful, they would still have to yield to the will of God. Our divine 
and sinless Redeemer, speaking as man, prayed, saying: “Father, 
not my will but Thine be done.” He taught us likewise to say: 
“Thy will be done”—God’s will, not our own. If we are to attain 
to everlasting happiness, we must learn truly to subordinate our 
wills to God‘s, and that can be learnt only through self-denial. Cost 
what it may, we must deny ourselves. If we are tempted to make 
money by dishonest means, we must banish the thought, and remem- 
ber that our Saviour said: “What doth it profit a man, if he gain 
the whole world, and suffer the loss of his own soul?” (Matt. xvi, 
26). If we are tempted to curry favor with the world by disloyalty 
or falsehood, remember how St. Peter declared that we ought to 
obey God rather than men (Acts v, 29). Why should we trouble 
about the judgments of men? “He that judgeth me is the Lord” 
(1 Cor. iv, 4). It is better to withstand the whole world than to 
deny what we know to be the truth. If we are tempted to impurity, 
we should bear in mind that we have only to resist the devil, and 
he will fly from us. If we feel intense desire to speak evil of our 
neighbors, we must not imagine that some hypocritical expression 
of sorrow or sympathy will take away the venom from our words, 
but we must resolutely refrain from saying anything at all, for “he 
that keepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepeth his soul from dis- 
tress” (Prov. xxi, 23). If horrible thoughts and suggestions pre- 
sent themselves, we must condemn them at once, for, as Holy Scrip- 
ture tells us, charity thinketh no evil. 

The Sacraments, and especially the most holy Sacrament of the 
Altar, supply us with strength to deny ourselves; nothing is so well 
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adapted to make us pure and strong, as the pure and holy human 
nature of our Lord, incorporated with our nature. Let us there- 
fore have recourse very frequently to Holy Communion. 

We derive strength also from God’s holy word, from prayer, and 
from studying the lives of the saints, and trying to imitate, not so 
much their outward actions, but rather their humility, obedience 
and self-denial. Our power of denying ourselves grows with prac- 
tice, like every other faculty, and unless it is used, it will vanish 
altogether. Let us therefore begin at once to deny ourselves in 
little things, and voluntarily deprive ourselves of permissible 
pleasures and luxuries. Then, if ever duty requires us to give up 
some great thing, we shall be ready to make the sacrifice. The 
saints reached their height of mortification and sanctity by con- 
tinually denying themselves in little things. 

II. The Burden of the Cross. Self-denial is the school in which 
we learn to take up our cross, for whoever surrenders his own will, 
in order that God’s will may be done, is showing his readiness to 
bear the burden that may be laid upon him. This is what is meant 
by taking up one’s cross. Our crosses are made up of suffering of 
one kind or another. Sickness and poverty may be heavy crosses, 
and yet, strange to say, two of the happiest people, that I have ever 
met, were afflicted with terrible maladies. One of them put me 
completely to shame. I was beginning to tell him how deeply I 
sympathized with him in his misfortunes, when he interrupted me 
almost impatiently with the words: “I am quite contented.” He 
understood how to desire whatever God gives us, even though it 
may thwart our own natural love of ease and comfort. He carried 
his cross as did our Saviour, who said: “Not my will but Thine 
be done.” To be set aside and rendered incapable of active work 
is a heavy cross, which becomes lighter however if the sufferer 
remembers that God is only giving him another occupation, and that 
there is no change in his aim, which is to do God’s will, and work 
out his salvation. He will still find work enough to do if he prac- 
tises prayer, mortification and humility. 

Others find it hard to be unappreciated by those about them, and 
to encounter harsh words, unkind actions and unjust criticism. Yet 
this cross can be borne by one who has given up caring about the 
opinions of men; he has learnt how to be silent and patient, and if 
he is obliged to speak, he waits until he is master of his own feel- 
ings, lest he should sin with his tongue. Every Christian has to 
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bear his own peculiar cross, and we must not recklessly assume that 
another’s cross is lighter than ours, it may only be less visible. Per- 
haps the heaviest cross of all is to suffer in silence great anguish 
of mind; this cross is one that may be quite imperceptible to all but 
the sufferer himself. 

III. The Way of the Cross. But why, it may be asked, must we 
tread the path of suffering, the way of the Cross? A believer’s 
sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ; ought not the punishment 
of sins also to be remitted? If Christ suffered for us, why should 
we be punished ? 

Unless we know the answer to this question, we cannot bear our 
crosses aS we ought, for they would be an inexplicable mystery, an 
unendurable burden. Hence it is most important for us to under- 
stand that by His precious Blood our Lord obtained for us the 
remission of the eternal punishment due to sin, but the temporal 
punishment remains. That it is sometimes very severe is quite 
intelligible to one who considers God’s sanctity and justice on the 
one hand, and on the other the imperfect character of our penance. 
Moreover, the punishment that we undergo serves as a deterrent 
from sin, and as a means of purifying our souls. God desires noth- 
ing but our good, and He reveals His love, when He lays the cross 
upon our shoulders; for it is designed to detach us from the world, 
to raise us above the deceptions of this life, and to strengthen us 
against the uncharitable judgments and hostility of our fellow men. 
Thus the way of the Cross is strewn with joys, hidden, it is true, 
from the world, and incomprehensible to it, but felt and understood 
by those who possess the faith, and who can say, like St. Paul: 
“We glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation worketh patience, 
and patience trial, and trial hope.” We hope to obtain the crown, 
but there is only one path—the way of the Cross—whereby we can 
attain to it—Per crucem ad lucem. 
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SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 


FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 
BY THE RIGHT REV. JOHN S. VAUGHAN, D.D. 


“Go ye into the whole world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. .., 
And these signs shall follow them that believe. In my name, they shall cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; 
and if they shall drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall 
lay their hands upon the sick, and they shall recover.’—From To-day’s Gospel, 


SYNOPSIS.—In the Gospel records there are many differences, but no con- 
tradictions. Examples in to-day’s Gospel. The great task imposed upon 
the Apostles can be seen from the condition, of the world at that time 
and from the change that was to be effected, as well as from the make-up 
of the Apostles. The means used: Ist, a change in the Apostles; 2d, the 
assistance of the Holy Ghost in their teaching; 3d, the power of miracles 
in order to convince men. Examples: The effect on the world; the effect 
On Us. 

Though the four Evangelists, inspired by the Holy Ghost, have 
left us a written account of the chief events in Our Lord’s life, yet 
they have been at no pains to keep strictly either to the order in 
which these events occurred, or to the special circumstances attend- 
ing them. One writer is found to mention an incident omitted by 
another ; while sometimes two or more will narrate the same actions 
or words, but present them in a different order. The narrative is 
always substantially the same, but the manner and the phraseology 
differ in each case. There are always the same facts, but they are 
often differently expressed. In short, there are no contradictions 
between one Evangelist and another, but there are differences. And 
divine Providence has, no doubt, brought this about in order to 
strengthen our faith. For, even apart from all supernatural revela- 
tion, the complete harmony and accord between the four Evangelists 
is a guarantee of their sincerity and truthfulness; while the many 
differences between them prove that this harmony is not the result 
of concerted action or of a deliberate plan. Since they wrote at 
different times, and in places far removed from one another, it is 
quite evident that each must have recorded the simple truth, for 
otherwise such harmony could never have been maintained. 

We have several instances of these differences in to-day’s Gos- 
pel, if we compare it with that of St. Matthew, but I will confine 
myself to one. St. Mark tells us that Jesus appeared to the eleven 
apostles “as they were at table,” and upbraided them for their in- 
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credulity, etc. “And then He said to them: Go ye into the whole 
world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

St. Matthew, on the other hand, not only gives the words a dif- 
ferent setting, but he also adds some important amplifications which 
St. Mark does not record at all. Thus, St. Matthew says nothing 
about Our Lord appearing to the disciples “as they were at table,” 
but he gives us the words of Jesus about going and teaching all 
nations, just as St. Luke does; only he gives them more fully. Ac- 
cording to St. Matthew, Jesus Christ “spoke to them saying: all 
power is given to Me in Heaven and in earth; going therefore, teach 
ye all nations ; baptising them in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you all days 
even to the consummation of the world.” 

The task Our Lord laid upon His apostles, in the above com- 
mand, was indeed a gigantic one, and, humanly speaking, hopelessly 
impossible and beyond their strength. Consider for a moment. Be- 
fore the eyes of the faithful few lay the great far-stretching pagan 
world, with all its vices and concupiscences. Great nations, and 
people, wholly given up to pleasure and amusement, and the full 
gratification of every passion, were to be tamed and conquered and 
drawn into obedience to the Church of Christ. The powerful and 
the stubborn, the proud and the vainglorious were to humble them- 
selves under the sweet yoke of the divine Teacher. The most 
learned and the most cultured and accomplished scholars and phil- 
osophers of Rome and Greece were to bow the head and submit 
their judgments and renounce their pet theories at the challenge 
of the followers of “a crucified criminal”! Men and women, accus- 
tomed to every luxury and worldly delight, and who had never 
denied themselves in anything, were now to renounce their own 
wills, to tread the narrow way of the commandments, and to take 
up their cross daily and follow their crucified Lord. 

Such was the change to be brought about! And how was this 
tremendous transformation to be accomplished? What were the 
means? What were the instruments? Since it was God’s work, 
and since He was resolved that every honest inquirer should clearly 
see that it could be the work of no other, He deliberately chose what 
(humanly speaking) were the most inadequate and impossible in- 
struments. As St. Paul reminds us: “God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world, that He might confound the wise; and the 
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weak things of the world, that He might confound the strong; and 
the base things of the world, and the things that are contemptible 
hath God chosen, and the things that are not, that He might bring 
to naught the things that are; that no flesh should glory in His 
sight” (1 Cor. i, 27-29). 

Considered in themselves, what means could be more hopelessly 
inadequate than the preaching of twelve poor laboring men? Men, 
be it observed, without wealth, or resources, or position, or educa- 
tion, or refinement or culture, or anything else, in the natural order 
to recommend them. Yet God chose them to carry the glad tidings 
of His Gospel throughout the world and to draw the nations into 
His fold. Truly did He select the weak and the foolish and the 
base and the contemptible things of the world, to work the mar- 
velous changes He had in view. And how did He propose to render 
this great undertaking successful? 

In the first place, He infused real and enduring courage into the 
apostles. They had been weak, and vacillating and irresolute. They 
had hidden themselves, for fear of the Jews, and dreaded the opposi- 
tion of the world. But so soon as Jesus had sent the Holy Spirit 
down upon them, all their timidity vanished. They became other 
beings, and boldly exposed themselves without hesitation to im- 
prisonment, scourging and even to death. For their undertaking 
courage was, of course, essential. For had not Christ warned them, 
saying: “They will deliver you up in councils, and they will scourge 
you in their synagogues. And you shall be brought before gov- 
ernors and before kings, for My sake” (Matt. x, 17). Had He 
not already told them, that they were going among men, “as sheep 
among wolves,” to be torn and lacerated and devoured? 

But however necessary courage might be, it alone was not enough. 
Two other things were also requisite. In the first place, they must 
be able to deliver Christ’s message, and to offer to all a clear and 
intelligent exposition of Christ’s doctrine; and in the second place, 
they must be provided with some means of convincing their hearers 
of the truth of the message they came to deliver. 

Both these needs were fully and abundantly provided, by the mu- 
nificence of Our Divine Lord. As regards the first, there was the 
distinct promise that they would be divinely assisted, so that there 
would be no risk of their either forgetting or mistaking or misinter- 
preting the doctrine they had learned from the lips of their divine 
Master. Our Lord especially charges them to “take no thought 
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how or what to speak, for it shall be given you in that hour what 
you have to say. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father that speaketh in you” (Matt. x, 19, 20). 

So again, He declares that “the Spirit of truth will teach you all 
truth” (John xvi, 13). And yet more explicitly still in the fourteenth 
chapter of St. John’s Gospel, where we read: “The Paraclete, the 
Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My name, will teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your mind, whatsoever I shall 
have said to you.” 

From these and other quotations, too numerous to mention, we 
see how God provided for and secured the true and accurate and 
full enunciation of His teaching by the infallible lips of His apos- 
tles; and how He rendered it impossible for them either to mis- 
take or even to forget the true import of His divine words. 

But there was still something wanting. It is one thing to annun- 
ciate a truth, but it is quite another thing to secure its acceptance. 
To state is not to convince. In fact, men will generally turn a deaf 
ear to any doctrine which clashes with their worldly interests, or 
which opposes their natural inclinations, or which demands of them 
real sacrifice and self-denial. In such cases, something more than 
the mere declaration of a truth is necessary. The declaration must 
be accompanied by unmistakable proofs of the authority of the 
speaker, and of his right to command assent. 

If the Apostles were to convert the world, and to induce men to 
curb their passions and to submit their proud intellects to the 
obedience of faith, they must bear about them credentials from 
above, and be able to present before the eyes of their hearers a 
divine sanction. But even this, too, they were able to do, since 
Jesus Christ conferred upon them the power of working miracles. 
“In my name,” Our Blessed Lord declared, “they shall cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up ser- 
pents; and if they shall drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt 
them. They shall lay their hands upon the sick, and they shall re- 
cover.” And this most glorious promise was fulfilled to the letter, 
as St. Mark bears witness, for he says: “And after Jesus had spoken 
to them, He was taken up into Heaven . . . but they, going forth, 
preached everywhere, the Lord working withal, and confirming the 
word with signs (i. e., miracles) which followed.” 
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stand. It is a sign that is addressed with equal force to the learned 
and to the ignorant; to the educated and to the simple and illiterate. 
Moreover, it arrests attention, and compels men to pause and to 
think and to demand an explanation. It was in this way that Chris- 
tianity caught hold of the people, and spread so far and so rapidly 
all over the world, in spite of the most determined opposition and 
the most cruel persecutions! 

Thus, to take an instance or two, men might indeed have hesitated 
to accept the teaching of the Apostles so long as they spoke merely 
as other men had spoken, but when, to their utter amazement, they 
found that every man, no matter what his nationality might be, 
heard them speak in his own tongue, it entirely altered the situation, 
The vast crowd were all agog, we are told, and cried out: “Behold, 
are not all these, who speak, Galileans? Then how is it that we have 
heard every man our own tongue, wherein we were born, Parthians, 
and Medes, and Elamites, and inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea, 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and 
the parts of Lybia about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome. Jews, 
also, and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians: we have heard them 
(the Apostles) speak in our own tongue the wonderful works of 
God” (Acts ii, 6, 11). Naturally “they were astonished and won- 
dered; saying to one another, what meaneth this?” (Acts ii, 12). 
Nor is it strange that they were easily persuaded to embrace the 
truth. 

Or take another illustration, from the third chapter of the Acts. 
We might perhaps doubt the influence of the simple fishermen, 
Saints Peter and John, upon the masses of the Jews as they went 
down to the Temple in Jerusalem, were they left unassisted by God. 
We might imagine that no one would pay them much attention, or 
show them much respect; but, so soon as we learn that they began 
to display miraculous powers, the whole condition of affairs under- 
goes a change. A certain beggar, lame from his birth, was carried 
every day to the entrance of the Temple, that he might solicit alms. 
He was well known to all who frequented the place, and many had 
dropped coins into his extended palms. Imagine, then, the effect 
on the Jews who stood around, as they beheld the following incident, 
narrated by St. Luke: “The beggar looked earnestly upon Saints 
Peter and John, hoping that he should receive something of them. 
But Peter said: ‘Silver and gold I have none, but what I have; I 
give thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, arise and 
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walk.’” Like the blast of some loud clarion, these bold words must 
have rung with startling effect throughout the Temple. And men 
who heard them must have turned to see if a mere presumptuous 
boaster had come among them, or if the prodigy suggested would 
really be effected. They had not long to wait, for Peter “took him 
by the right hand and lifted him up, and forthwith his feet and soles 
received strength. And leaping up he stood and walked, and went 
with them into the Temple, walking and leaping and praising God. 
And all the people saw him.” And then the Evangelist goes on 
to say that “they knew him to be the beggar who was accustomed 
to sit, begging alms, at the beautiful gate of the Temple: and they 
were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened 
to him” (Acts iii, 1 to 11). After such a striking and irresistible 
proof of his authority and power, St. Peter’s words fell on the 
ears of the astonished multitude with astounding effect. The miracle 
he had just wrought, and “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,” 
too, gave him a right to speak and to be respectfully heard: and 
many among his audience were convinced and were baptized. 

Thus, the twelve wandered forth from city to city, and from 
country to country, not merely preaching and teaching and exhort- 
ing and threatening, but enforcing their doctrine, and compelling 
unwilling ears to attend, by the wonders and supernatural marvels 
that everywhere accompanied their fervent words. 

Thus, the world was gradually won over by the Apostles and their 
successors to the true faith, as taught by Jesus Christ. The difficult 
had been effected, and the impossible had been actually done. The 
weak things, in the hands of God, had confounded the strong; and 
the foolish things had confounded the wise; and in an incredibly 
short time the proudest of nations, the great Roman Empire, had 
yielded to the crucified Galilean. 

Now, outside the pale of the true Church, my dear brethren, 
there are many who smile skeptically when we Catholics speak of 
miracles; for they deny that such things are so much as possible. 

But the broad facts of history render miracles absolutely neces- 
sary. There are difficulties that can be explained in no other way; 
and locks which can be opened by no other key. 

The conversion of the world from paganism to Christianity is not 
a dream or a fancy. It is a stern reality: an undeniable fact. And 
how are we to explain it, if we deny the very existence of miracles? 
—which can alone account for it. 
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_ To suppose that a mere handful of rude, uncultured fishermen, 
without worldly resources, without culture, position, learning or 
eloquence could, without divine assistance, successfully oppose and 
beat back and conquer the great powers of the world, who hated 
and loathed the very name of Christian, and who set themselves to 
persecute and destroy it by every means in their power, is absolute 
folly and madness. Again and again, especially during the first 
three long centuries of her history, we have seen the world raging 
in anger at the infant Church. Wave after wave of persecution beat 
against the fragile barque of Peter, each more violent and more 
pitiless than the preceding. But all in vain, for around that barque 
are the divine Arms, to bear her up, and to safeguard and protect 
her. For, Christ did not promise that the winds and the storms of 
persecution should not beat about her, and assail her in every possi- 
ble way. No! All He promised was that they should never pre- 
vail. “The gates of hell shall not prevail against her.” “Fear not, 
for I have overcome the world,” and “Behold I (who have over- 
come the world) am with you all days, even unto the end of time,” 
and will enable you too to overcome it. 

Thus, to-day, after well-nigh two thousand years, we are able 
to bear witness to the fulfilment of those words which Christ ut- 
tered, as He stood lovingly before His disciples, ere He bade them 
farewell and ascended triumphantly up into heaven, where He 
has gone to prepare a place for us, who venerate and glorify His 
name. 

In some respects we are better off than even His apostles were. 
They indeed heard Him prophesy. They could listen while He fore- 
told both their trials and their triumphs, and while He predicted 
the wonderful expansion of His Church, until from a minute assem- 
bly it became a world-wide body. But, we, who are living to-day, 
can do more. We can look back and see His promises actually 
verified. We can read the truth, the absolute truth, of His words 
in the history of the past twenty centuries, and recognize in Him a 
divine Person, with whom the future is as the present, and who 
can not only predict the most distant events, but who can mold and 
fashion and control the course of history, and secure His own ends 
without coercing or in any way interfering with the free will of 
His rational creatures. 

From His high throne above, where He sits on the right hand 
of the Father, He looks down upon us, as upon those whom He has 
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redeemed with His most precious Blood. While, then, we rejoice 
on this Ascension Day, at the supreme happiness and glory that 
are His, let us encourage ourselves by the thought that if only we 
persevere in His friendship, we too shall one day rise from the tomb 
glorious and immortal, to share in the joy and peace of His own 
wonderful life. Though weak and helpless of ourselves, He, who 
gave the thousands of martyrs courage to despise torment and 
death for His sake, will extend to use likewise a helping hand, and 
bring us, by His grace, to His Heavenly Kingdom. That we may 
all be one day united together before His “great white Throne,” in 
secure possession of eternal life and happiness, is the greatest bless- 
ing I can wish you, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 





SUNDAY AFTER THE ASCENSION 
THE PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY GHOST 
BY THE REV. DOM ANSELM PARKER, 0.S.B. 


Ks Paraclete cometh, whom I will send you from the Father.”—John 
XV, 


SYNOPSIS.—According as we prepare for the feasts of the Church shall we 
receive special graces. Between Ascension and Whitsunday we should, 
with the Apostles, “expect the Promise of the Father.’—Devotion to the 
Holy Ghost more difficult than to the Father and the Son. We need to 
consider His office and nature. 

I, Method: 1. Partial revelation concerning the Holy Spirit in the 
O. T., especially in prophecies of the Messianic Kingdom and Person of 
the Messias. 2. Fuller revelation manifested in the person and ministry 
of our Lord. Believers in Jesus would share in His Prerogative. 3. 
Complete revelation given at the Last Supper, that the Holy Spirit is a 
Person, Whom Jesus would send as a consequence of His departure to 
abide in men. 


IT. We shall understand meaning of “Another Paraclete” if we realize 
all that Jesus had been to His Apostles. The Holy Spirit would be, and 
actually was, still more. He has been sent not to them only but to the 
_ To each one of us. What does His presence within us 
imply 

III. We will, then, have real devotion to the Person of the Holy Spirit. 


Holy Church exhorts us to watch with fasting and prayers in 
preparation for the great feasts as they recur in the cycle of the 
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year. For in proportion as we enter into the spirit of her liturgy 
we become instructed in the mysteries of religion, monotony jis 
relieved, our devotion renewed, our hearts opened for the recep- 
tion of special graces. She provides us with seasons of sorrow 
and seasons of joy, for each is necessary in the development of our 
character. The alleluia of joy marks this Paschal season. We are 
still rejoicing in the triumph of the risen Christ. We have lately 
been calling to mind the visits Jesus paid to His disciples in His 
glorified Body. Finally, on Thursday, we celebrated that last great 
episode of His life on earth recorded thus by St. Mark: “And the 
Lord Jesus after He had spoken to them was taken into heaven and 
sitteth at the right hand of God” (xvi, 19). He was fulfilling the 
prophecy of the Psalms: “Thou hast ascended on high; thou hast 
led captivity captive. Thou hast received gifts in men” (Ps. Ixvii, 
19; cf. Ephesians iv, 8). What were these gifts for men, or, rather, 
in men? You will remember our Lord’s parting injunction to His 
disciples: “Stay you in the city till you be endued with power from 
on high, for I will send the Promise of the Father upon you” (Luke 
xxiv, 49). What was to be this Promise of the Father? This was 
the Holy Ghost, who came after ten days, on the Day of Pentecost 
—the feast we celebrate next Sunday. Let us then to-day and dur- 
ing these next few days repair in spirit to the Cenacle at Jerusalem. 
Let us unite ourselves to that group of Apostles with Mary. Let 
us enter into their earnest longings, share their ardent expectations; 
let us try to learn something of their reverent speculations con- 
cerning what the gift of Jesus would be... If we prepare for the 
feast, then we, as they, may receive yet more of His fulness and 
grace. 

Few of us have sufficient explicit devotion to the Holy Spirit; 
we do not realize His intimate abiding presence within us; we do 
not turn frequently enough to Him, our Comforter, our Counsellor, 
our Companion. We are devout to God the Father, for the idea 
of fatherhood seizes upon our imagination even from our very in- 
fancy; we can readily appreciate, for instance, the parable of the 
prodigal. We are devout to God the Son, for the Word-made- 
Flesh appeals to us in the manifold scenes of His earthly life; in 
the various manifestations of His personality; it was indeed the 
very purpose of the Incarnation that Jesus should win our interest 
and our affection by all those very means by which we know our 
earthly friends. But God the Holy Ghost we have never seen. He 
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is a spirit, We come to know Him, powerful and loving, only 
through His operations, activities and fruits within us, and by the 
revelation that Jesus has vouchsafed to give us. Let us, then, at 
this season search more closely into what we know of Him. 

I. Our aim shall be to understand the intimate relations of the 
Holy Spirit with each of us; and if we know more about Him we 
shall be drawn to be more devout towards Him. Let our thoughts 
be in due sequence. First, we will examine that partial revelation 
concerning the Holy Spirit given in the Old Testament. Then we 
will examine that fuller revelation of the Holy Spirit manifested 
in our Lord’s person and life. Thus shall we be the more able to 
value the complete revelation spoken by our Lord’s own lips to His 
Apostles at the last supper, from which the words of to-day’s Gospel 
are chosen: “The Paraclete cometh, whom I will send you from 
the Father.” For then it was that Jesus made known clearly that 
the Holy Spirit is indeed a Person, another Paraclete, one who 
should take the place of Himself; and further that the time was 
at hand when He would be sent, sent in His fulness, sent to all and 
every member of His Church, and that this sending was the special 
fruit of His redemption, the special characteristic of the New 
Covenant of God with mankind. He has been sent, my dear 
brethren, to us, to each one of us. 

1. We will start by considering the writing of the Old Testa- 
ment. Of old there was given but a partial revelation. Nowhere 
is it clear that the Holy Ghost is a person. The four-score refer- 
ences speak of the Spirit of God, the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit 
of His Holy One. Let us pick out a few instances of the influ- 
ence of this Holy Spirit in the world and man. First, concerning 
the existence of all things: the Jews, and the Jews alone of all 
nations, had a clear conception that this world was created by God. 
At the beginning of Genesis we read that “the Spirit of God moved 
over the waters” (i, 2) in the primeval darkness, and all the earth 
teemed with life and was marvellous in its harmony. It was no 
blind force inherent in nature itself that produced this beautiful 
world. And, further, all nature and animal life depends on this 
Spirit for their constant support, as the devout Jew acknowledged 
in his psalms of praise: “Thou shalt send forth thy Spirit and they 
shall be created; and thou shalt renew the face of the earth” (Ps. 
ciii, 30). So, too, the Spirit of God is everywhere: “Whither 
shall I fly from thy Spirit?’ (cxxxviii, 7). Not nature only, but 
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more particularly man and man’s natural life find their source in the 
Spirit of God. In Genesis we read, “And the Lord God formed may 
from the slime of the earth and breathed into his face the breath 
of life and man became a living soul” (ii, 7) ; and again in the book 
of Job: “The Spirit of God made me and the breath of the Al- 
mighty gave me life” (xxxiii, 4). Again, not only man’s being but 
man’s natural gifts and activities too are ascribed to the Spirit of 
God. By this Spirit, we are told, Joseph became a great admin- 
istrator in Egypt, Josue a great military genius, the seventy Elders 
wise judges to assist Moses. Even of the craftsmen who made the 
tabernacle in the wilderness we are told that the Lord said to Moses: 
“T have filled them with the Spirit of God and wisdom and under- 
standing that they may make all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded thee” (Exod. xxxi, 2-6). The prophets, especially, were 
endowed with the Spirit to declare God’s covenant and to foretell 
in type future mysteries. The supernatural life of man, above all, 
is under the influence of the Spirit of God. “Thy good Spirit shall 
lead me,” sang David (Ps. cxlii, 10); and again, in the psalm 
Miserere, “Take not thy Holy Spirit from me” (Ps. 1, 13). 
Moreover, the power of the Holy Ghost was not confined to the 
individual soul ; it belonged to the nation of Israel as a whole, God’s 
chosen people. God had separated them from the nations of the 
earth to fulfil His purposes. As Isaias declared: “He had put 
in the midst of them the Spirit of His Holy One” (Ixiii, 11). “The 
Spirit of the Lord was their leader” (1xiii, 13), and he declares, too, 
that in breaking God’s covenant “they provoked to wrath and 
afflicted the Spirit of His Holy One” (xxxix, 29). 

From these isolated texts it is seen that the spiritually-minded 
Jew was already in possession of a partial revelation concerning, 
the Holy Ghost. Still more manifest is this revelation when we 
consider the prophecies of the Messias and the kingdom He should 
establish. In these prophecies we notice two characteristics. First, 
the Messianic kingdom was to consist in the outpouring of the 
Spirit of the Holy One of Israel. As Zacharias foretold: “And I 
will pour out upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of prayers: and they shall look 
upon Him whom they have pierced” (xii, 10). “In that day,” said 
Isaias (see 35), “there shall be a fountain open.” And you will 
remember how on Pentecost day St. Peter declared that the miracle 
of the tongues was but the fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel: “And 
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it shall come to pass, in the last days (saith the Lord), I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh” (ii, 28). And Jeremias shows how 
intimate shall be the new covenant even beyond the loving covenant 
God had already made with His people. No man need then ask his 
neighbor about the Lord, for “I will give my law in their bowels 
and I will write it in their heart” (xxxi, 33). The second feature 
of the prophecies about the Messias was this. There should come 
One who was filled with the Spirit of the Lord. This one, the 
Messias, would be the Anointed One, far above kings, judges or 
prophets, for He should receive the fulness of the indwelling of 
the Spirit. Isaias (xi, 1-5) foretold: “And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him: the spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and of fortitude, the spirit of knowledge and 
of godliness. And He shall be filled with the spirit of the fear of 
the Lord.” 

2. It is as the One filled with the Spirit of the Lord that Jesus 
introduced Himself at the beginning of His ministry at the syna- 
gogue at Nazareth. He opened the book and read the prophecy of 
Isaias (Ixi, 1) as referring to Himself; it was for this reason that 
they sought to destroy Him: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
wherefore He hath sent me to preach the gospel to the poor, He 
hath sent me to heal the contrite of heart, to bring deliverance to 
captives .. . to preach the acceptable year of the Lord and the 
day of reward” (Luke iv, 18). Thus was the influence of the Holy 
Ghost being manifested in a new, a fuller and an especial way to 
the world in the Person of Jesus and in His work as the Saviour 
of mankind. We know the part played by the Holy Ghost in the 
mystery of the Incarnation—how the angel said to Mary: “The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power of the Most High 
shall overshadow thee” (Luke i, 35). We know how St. John the 
Baptist at the baptism of Jesus saw the Spirit of God descending 
in a bodily shape, as a dove, and remaining upon Him (Matt. iii, 16; 
Luke iii, 22; Mark i, 10). We know how the Holy Spirit is said 
to have led Jesus into the desert to be tempted (Matt. iv, 1; cf. 
Mark i, 12) ; and how after the victory Jesus returned “in the power 
of the Spirit” into Galilee to undertake His missionary labors (Luke 
iv, 14). We know how Jesus Himself attributed His miracles to 
the action of the Holy Ghost: “I by the Spirit of God cast out 
devils” (Matt. xii, 28) ; and we know how St. John tells us that the 
Holy Ghost was upon Him, given without measure (iii, 34). Thus 











748 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


do we see how the office and work of the Spirit of God in the Old 
Testament found its full scope in the complete indwelling in Jesus 
Christ, the Messias expected by the Jews. And we cannot doubt 
that our Lord Himself must frequently have spoken of the Holy 
Ghost in His instructions to the Apostles. For instance, they are to 
look to Him in their persecutions as their guide and solace: “For 
it is not you that speak but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh 
in you” (Matt. x, 20). St. John tells us how Jesus said to the 
Samaritan woman at the well: “He that shall drink of the water 
that I will give him shall not thirst forever: the water that I will 
give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up 
unto life everlasting” (John iv, 14) ; and later St. John relates how 
on a public occasion at Jerusalem “on the last and great day of the 
festivity” Jesus stood and cried, saying: “If any man thirst let him 
come to me and drink. He that believeth in me from him shall 
flow forth rivers of living water.” Now this, adds St. John, He 
said of the Spirit which they should receive who believed in Him, . 
for as yet the Spirit was not given, because Jesus was not yet glori- 
fied (vii, 37). Thus do we see that Jesus Himself possessed to the 
full the Holy Ghost and that to His followers He would, one day, 
give the same Spirit. 

3. In the Old Testament, as we have seen, the revelation was but 
a partial one. Jesus Himself made it more fuller and more explicit. 
The complete revelation He reserved until the last supper. Then 
He spoke clearly and no proverb (John xvi, 29). He revealed the 
deep mystery of the Blessed Trinity—the Three Persons in One 
God. At first, to Philip’s questions, He makes clear the relations 
of the Father and Himself: “Have I been so long a time with you: 
and you have not known me? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father in me?” (John xiv, 10). Then He tells them 
plainly for the first time that the Holy Ghost is indeed a Person. 
First He speaks of the Spirit “whom the Father will send in my 
name” (xiv, 26) ; then, as in to-day’s Gospel, “The Paraclete cometh 
whom I will send you from the Father” (xv, 26). And for the send- 
ing of the Spirit Jesus declares that His own departure is neces- 
sary: “I tell you the truth. It is expedient for you that I go: for 
if I go not, the Paraclete will not come to you: but if I go, I will 
send Him to you” (xvi, 7). The Holy Ghost is in truth a Person, 
a distinct Person; and yet all Three are one. Mark how our Lord 
says: “I will not leave you orphans; I will come again to you.” 
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And again: “If any one love me, he will keep my word and my 
Father will love him and we will come to him and will make our 
abode with him.” And once again: “I will ask the Father and He 
will send you another Paraclete that He may abide with you for- 
ever. You shall know Him because He shall abide with you and 
shall be in you.” Thus the Holy Ghost will reside in each and with 
Him inseparately united the Father and the Son. O ineffable mys- 
tery! O most intimate union! A living reality which causes St. 
Peter to declare that “by this promise we are made partakers of 
the Divine Nature” (2 Peter 1, 4). 

II. Now, my dear brethren, we shall best appreciate the mar- 
vellous nature of this revelation and the comfort it brought to the 
Apostles if we try to realize all that this word “Another Paraclete” 
meant to them at the last supper. Enter into the feelings of the 
Apostles then. Remember that three years before they had left 
all things to join Jesus. To Jesus they looked for their bodily sup- 
port, for the detailed arrangements of their lives. They were with 
Him in His comings in and goings out. He was their Master and 
obedience to Him was their strength. He was their Teacher and 
they were dependent on His counsels. He was their Friend, who 
entered with sympathy into all their joys and sorrows, in whom 
they had perfect trust. He was their loving Father. He was indeed 
everything to them. At His word they had left all for His sake and 
thrown in their lot with Him. How great then must have been 
their sorrow when at the last supper Jesus made known to them, 
now for the first time beyond all doubt, that He was indeed going! 
Must this, then, be the end of their companionship? What must 
have been their fear, their consternation when they, poor, frail men 
as they were, must be left in their loneliness and weakness! Appre- 
ciate their misgivings; then will you understand the fulness of their 
consolation, the real meaning of this revelation. Another Paraclete 
Jesus would send. A Person not Himself, yet one with Himself. 
“I go away and I come again.” Indeed the Holy Ghost is the Spirit 
of Jesus (Acts xvi, 7); He is the Spirit of Christ Himself (Rom. 
vili, 9). He would not be merely in their company, with them, as 
Jesus had been, but would abide in them. For He would not be 
held by the limitations of time and space as Jesus in His incarnate 
life. He would be all to them as Jesus had been. Nay, He would 
be still more. As His presence would be more intimate, so His 
action would be more powerful and efficacious than that of Jesus. 
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For even after three years with our Lord, how timid, how dull of 
understanding, how incredulous they remained; yet on the day of 
Pentecost their fiery energy and courage was such that the Jews 
could only ascribe it to intoxication, saying: “These men are full 
of new wine.” Something had seized upon the clay of their earthly 
nature and made it spiritual, illuminated, intense. This was the 
Holy Spirit, the promise of the Father and of Jesus. The Acts of 
the Apostles tells the tale of the fruitfulness of their lives and 
ministry under the guidance of the Holy Ghost. (Acts ii, 4; ii, qr; 
V, 41; Vi, 5; viii, 29; x, 19; xi, 28; xiii, 2; xvi, 7; xxi, 4.) 

Would that we could realize that Jesus indeed made this revela- 
tion, and that one day it came to pass that the Apostles really 
received this promise! Would that we could realize, too, that the 
Holy Spirit was not given to them alone! He is sent not only to 
God’s chosen ministers and to saintly souls. Not only during the 
ages of the Church has He been the guidance of Popes and the 
wisdom of doctors; the fortitude of martyrs and the counsel of 
confessors; the purity of virgins and the sanctity of hermits. He 
is the gift to all the faithful. He has been sent broadcast and in 
abundance, as the special grace of Christ’s redemption, as the spe- 
cial character of the Church, the kingdom of God spread through- 
out the world, renewing the race of men. This was foretold by 
Isaias: “The house is forsaken, the multitude of the city is left; 
there is darkness and obscurity, until the Spirit be poured upon us 
from on high. Then the desert shall be as Mount Carmel and My 
people shall sit in the Beauty of Peace and in the tabernacles of 
confidence and in a wealthy rest” (xxxii, 14-18). “For I will pour 
waters upon the thirsty ground and streams upon the dry land. | 
will pour out My Spirit upon thy children. And they shall spring 
up among the herbs as willows beside the running waters” 
(xliv, 3-4). 

He is given to all; He is given to each one. He comes to take 
possession of each in baptism, to flood the soul of each with greater 
abundance in confirmation. By Him we are washed from sin, sanc- 
tified, justified (1 Cor. vi, 11). He renews us (Tit. iii, 5). Weare 
signed with the Holy Spirit of promise (Ep. i, 13). God has sealed 
us and given the pledge of the Spirit in our hearts (2 Cor. i, 22). 
He makes us the sons of God (Rom. viii, 14). And because we 
are sons God hath sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying 
Abba, Father (Gal. iv, 6). He makes us to understand the spiritual 
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life: “The Spirit Himself giveth testimony to our spirit that we are 
the sons of God” (Rom. viii, 16). He illuminates the mind; He 
teaches us all truth (John xiv, 26). “Likewise the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmity, for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit Himself asketh for us with groanings 
that cannot be uttered, and He that searcheth the hearts knoweth 
what the Spirit desireth” (Rom. viii, 26). We pray in the Holy 
Ghost (Jude 20). He inundates our souls: “The charity of God 
is poured forth in our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us” 
(Rom. v, 5). He bestows in abundance His sevenfold gifts and 
enables us to show forth in our lives the fruits of His indwelling, 
in love, and joy, and peace (Gal. v, 22). Not our souls only, but 
also our bodies He sanctifies: “Know you not that you are the 
temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” (1 Cor. 
iii, 16). “Your members are the temple of the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 
vi, 19). And so precious are we that He will raise our bodies again 
one day from the dead (Rom. viii, 11). 

III. Let us, then, recognize all that we owe to the Holy Ghost. 
He is the source of our being, our life, our activity. He is the 
Giver of all our gifts. Let us realize that He is a person no less 
than the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us not resist Him 
(Acts vii, 51). Let us not grieve Him (Ep. iv, 30). Let us not 
quench Him (1 Thess. v, 19). Let us not defile His temple by sin 
(1 Cor. iii, 17). He is the Paraclete, our Comforter, our Advocate, 
our Companion during our earthly sojourn. Let us then turn to 
Him constantly and confide in Him and share our lives with Him. 
Let us as we live in the Spirit also walk in the Spirit (Gal. v, 25). 
To-day and this coming week prepare, as did the Apostles, and you 
shall then receive the special graces of Whitsuntide. And may He 
Himself aid our efforts, illuminating our minds and enkindling in 
our hearts the fire of His love. 
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PENTECOST 
THE INDWELLING OF THE HOLY GHOST 
BY THE REV. JOSEPH MCSORLEY, C.S.P. 


“Tt is expedient for you that I 803; --- if I gol will send the Paraclete to 
you.”—St. John xvi, 7. 


SYNOPSIS.—Before His departure from this life, Our Lord promised His 
disciples that He would send them a gift more precious than even His 
bodily presence. The Church explains this promise by teaching us that 
the going away of Christ was to be followed by the coming of the Holy 
Ghost, who would enter and dwell in the souls redeemed by Jesus Christ. 
This entrance of the Holy Ghost into the soul would bring about a closer 
relation between the soul and its Maker than any merely human relation 
ever could be. Not only the Third Person, but all Three Persons, would 
come and dwell within the soul. 


The characteristic of the Third Person is Love. And to Him is 
assigned the office of uniting the soul with God, because it is through 
a new and extraordinary gift of love that the Christian is to approach 
closer to the Divine Nature than ever before had been possible to a 
creature. This intimate union, of which Holy Communion is both a 
symbol and a means, is a foretaste of the perfect union with God which 
will beatify the soul of the blessed in heaven. 

In the light of this truth, sin must seem so base as to become an 
impossibility for the sanctified soul. As we grow in the realization of 
our privilege, we shall understand with new clearness to what a dignity 
we have been exalted; and we shall be firm to resist temptation and 
docile to the inspiration with which God visits our consciences. 

In these words of Our Lord, dear brethren, there is the clear 
assurance that a wonderful outpouring of divine grace would follow 
His departure. So wonderful indeed is the promised gift that it will 
more than replace the loss suffered in the physical absence of Our 
Lord’s Humanity. As we note these words—words of instruction 
and comfort, with which Our Lord softened the bitterness of His 
parting from His disciples—let us ponder the meaning of the prom- 
ise whose realization was to turn the sadness of the Christian into 
joy. 

The teaching of the Church is clear enough upon this point. 
Christ’s going away was to be more than made up for by the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. This doctrine, and this doctrine alone, gives 
adequate and intelligible interpretation to the statement of Our 
Lord contained in the text. Death conquered, fallen man redeemed, 
Christ was about to pass to the Kingdom of His Father, with His 


earthly mission accomplished; and now the Holy Ghost was to 
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come for the purpose of taking up His office: the sanctifying and 
perfecting of the Christian soul. 

The Holy Ghost was to come. The Third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity was actually to descend from heaven and to dwell in the 
human soul. Incomprehensible as it seems to our timid minds, it 
was nevertheless true there was no room for doubt or denial. Cen- 
turies before Christ’s coming the promise had been made. “TI shall 
put my Spirit in you and you shall live.” And now was that prom- 
ise to be realized. Into the redeemed soul came Divine Grace, won 
by the merits of Jesus Christ; and the soul was opened for the 
entrance of the very Spirit of God Himself. ‘He that abideth in 
charity abideth in God and God in him,” speaks St. John. “The 
love of God,” says St. Paul, “is poured forth by the Holy Ghost 
who is given us.” And are not Christ’s own words plain?—“T will 
ask the Father and He will give you another comforter, that he 
may abide with you forever.” “You shall know the Spirit of 
truth; because He shall abide with you and shall be in you.” There- 
fore, my friends, you and I must believe that Almighty God, un- 
satisfied with the condescension and humiliation of the Incarnation, 
has in the person of the Holy Spirit bent down so low as to take 
up His abode in our souls. He is within us the fountain of that 
supernatural life ever welling up strongly in us, the pledge and seal 
of that looked-for union with Him which through all eternity is to 
ravish our souls with beatific joy. In us as in a consecrated dwell- 
ing, He deigns to abide. “Know you not that you are the temple of 
the Holy Ghost who is in you?—that you are the temple of God and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For “since you are sons 
of God, He hath sent the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying 
Abba, Father.” 

As we partake of the Body of Christ at the altar rail, and actually 
gain possession of that sacred treasure, so, too, the Apostle Peter 
tells us, by grace we actually partake of the divine nature. Bonds 
closer than those that link husband and wife are riveted between 
our souls and the Spirit of God. We are made like Him, altered, 
transformed, as if some new, supernatural quality were become our 
own, causing our elevation above every human and created dignity 
effecting a union and assimilation with God—our deification if we 
may use the words of a great theologian. As in converse with God 
the countenance of Moses took on such splendor that the children 
of Israel could not bear to look on it, so we are transformed through 
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the Holy Spirit into images of the Lord. “We know now that 
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him.” 

Let us not forget, dear brethren, that though this union with God 
takes place through the mission of the Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
the indwelling is common to all three Persons of the Blessed Trin- 
ity. Father, Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable here in all things 
except their mutual relations with one another. True, we ordi- 
narily single out one Person and attribute to Him those actions most 
in accord with His personal characteristic, but we must remember 
that all three are One, that as all created the world so all redeemed 
mankind and all sanctify the spirits of the elect—that Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost are dwelling together in the Christian soul, For 
so truly are they One that it would be impossible for the Holy Spirit 
to enter our souls without the three at the same time abiding there. 
It is through the Holy Spirit indeed, that this indwelling occurs 
and there is a reason why. Our union with God consists in our 
being taken up and wrapped in the embrace of Divine Love, so that 
by means of this flame of love consuming us, we become changed 
from our old selves and like to God. Now the Holy Spirit is really 
Divine Love. He is the term and completion of the love existing 
between Father and Son, the affection sprung of their mutual con- 
templation. God is love, we are used to saying, and He is love in 
the Holy Spirit and through the Holy Spirit. But Divine Love 
could not be conceived without the Three Persons participating. 
That by which He is a Person distinct from Father and Son, His 
proper and peculiar note, His personal characteristic, is that He is 
the Spirit of Love. Hence the reason why, when united to God 
by love, our union should be effected through the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit in our souls. “If any man love me, my Father 
will love him; and we will come to him and make our abode in 
him.” 

Through the Holy Spirit then, dwells within us the Blessed Trin- 
ity whole and undivided. The three Divine Persons are really and 
actually here, no longer by the mere fact of omnipresence or omni- 
potence, as in every part of this created universe, but present now 
by a new relation of nearness, intimacy, union, by a new touch of 
the being of God freely superadded to that which necessarily exists 
between Creator and creature. Into our souls God Almighty has 
come, abiding with us, permeating us, pervading us with His Divine 
Presence as sunlight the morning air. Like branches that quiver 
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and rustle in the circling breeze, our souls are thrilled by that 
quickening presence. Christ keeps His promise. “A little while 
again and you shall see me.” “I shall see you and your heart shall 
rejoice.” “I will manifest myself to you.” “You have heard what 
I have said to you; I go away and I come to you.” Into the Chris- 
tian soul now vivified, now clothed in spotless garments of grace, 
comes Jesus Christ with bodily presence; and the Flesh that bled 
on the Cross is blessed and worshipped, and held again in the 
arms of loving disciples ; and the sweet communion of Jesus Christ, 
possible only to those sanctified by grace, rounds out our life and 
perfects the climax of human joy. 

Is there anything wanting? The world is mine. God, and the 
Son of God, and the Spirit of God, and the Incarnate Christ, all 
are within me as I walk from the altar rail. God has touched me, 
He has given Himself to me. I have become His own and He is 
mine. Like the wind that slips over rippled water, or rather like the 
energy pulsing and heaving the waves of the ocean, God is within 
me, mastering and directing me. Through Him and in Him I live 
and move and have my being. 

The doctrine of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is then the 
Church’s interpretation of the promise which we read in Christ’s 
parting message. Now that the Paraclete has come, this is to be 
the life of the Christian in a state of grace. Oh, the glory of it, 
the unthinkable sublimity of a life thus surpassing the wildest 
dream of poet or of saint, the divine sweetness and joy of an ex- 
istence thus passed in the embrace of the living God. It is the 
supreme outpouring of divinest love, a foretaste of heaven and the 
beatific vision. The tongue grows dumb, words fail, at thought of 
that blessed communion whereby we, still living here on earth, are 
made more than human, are exalted to a sphere proper to the 
Eternal, Infinite, and Omnipotent Deity, Creator of Heaven and 
of Earth. God Almighty in me, poor little worm of earth! I made 
partaker of the Divinity! I divine! Shall sin with its tempting 
allurements ever win me after this. Compared with the sweetness 
of grace, sin’s pleasant savor is but gall and wormwood. For what 
pleasure of sense shall we exchange the blessed intimacy with the 
three Divine Persons, a privilege so marvelously great that we 
tremble as we attempt to describe it. 

Consider for a moment, dear brethren, how can it possibly hap- 
pen that most of us are so little conscious of this great wonder? 
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If there be one thing to our shame, one thing more than another 
that should cast us prostrate with faces in the dust, is it not this— 
that we live along day by day just as though the Spirit of God did 
not abide in us, almost like the Ephesians who answered St. Paul’s 
inquiries by saying, “We have not so much as heard whether there 
be a Holy Ghost.” 

Pleasure and the world are the subjects uppermost in our mind; we 
are so full of self as to exclude thoughts of our Divine Companion. 
Levity, pride, greed, sensuality are rampant within us, as if we had 
never been born again sons of God, heirs of His kingdom. But we 
cannot evade the fact, blessed or damning, as we ourselves shall 
determine, the temple of God is holy which we are. All through 
eternity we must bear the indelible character of the Holy Ghost 
whereby we have been sealed—the frightful evidence of our guilt 
if we have lived as though unregenerate and unsanctified, as though 
we were our own, whereas we have been bought with a great price; 
but our sweet solace throughout all eternity if we have been true. 

Dear brethren, shall we not try to grow in realization of this 
awful truth? When Jacob in a vision had seen the ladder which 
reached from earth to heaven, and angels upon it and God bending 
over it, he woke up trembling in terror and said, “Indeed God was 
in this place and I knew it not.” We can now lay our hands upon 
our hearts and say, “Indeed God was in this place and I knew it 
not. This is no other house than the house of God.” Think of it. 
The Divinity encompasses us on every side, He pervades us, as 
coldness a block of ice, or heat the flame, or as blood the living 
flesh. A prism shot through and through with darting sunbeams 
changes color, is transformed from dull glass into a quivering jewel 
and reveals splendor upon splendor of the spectrum. So must we. 
Our souls touched by the Holy Spirit must retain something of the 
glory He pours into them, must shine with His shining. For light is 
not more truly in the flashing prism than He in us. The very soul 
that animates our members is not more closely united to them, than 
is the Holy Ghost. He sees and hears in our inmost soul, and has 
His dwelling there. We are living by the Spirit, as the Scripture 
says. Indeed God is in this place, and I knew it not. If hitherto 
I have been unconscious, henceforth I shall recollect that my own 
soul is the house of God, my own heart the gate of heaven. 

And shall we not resolve to be docile to the inspirations of 
grace, to the whispers of the Holy Ghost within us? “To-day if you 
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hear his voice harden not your hearts.” “Behold I stand at the 
gate and knock.” “If any man hear my voice and will open the 
door I will come in to him and sup with him and he with Me.” All 
day long the Spirit of God is dwelling within you, every hour He 
is calling upon you, to hear His voice and obey His will. Why do 
you not correspond to His invitation? Strike a note, and its har- 
monies will vibrate. So your heart, were it attuned, would quiver 
and thrill in harmony with the voice of the Holy Ghost inspiring 
you to blessed thoughts, good works, loving prayers, peace with all 
men, piety towards God. But seed will bear no fruit if cast upon 
barren soil; no music will sound out from a dead rock; no sun- 
light will gladden a room where door is shut and window darkened. 
Alas, alas, if it be thus with our hearts. 

Note how the Church prepares us for the coming of the Para- 
clete, the feast of the Holy Ghost. For weeks she has been read- 
ing us gospels out of those very chapters of St. John so rich in 
promises of the wonderful things to come, of import so vast that 
then the Apostles could not even. bear them. We have warning to 
pray, encouragement to persevere in praying. Ask and you shall 
receive. The three rogation days are days of special prayer, 
when the grace of God is poured forth abundantly. The Ascension 
comes. Christ vanishes into the clouds, and then after His de- 
parture, like the Apostles of old, we wait ten days in silence and 
prayer. When these are past may we, like the Apostles, be ready 
for the Paraclete, who with a noise of a mighty wind descended in 
visible form and took possession of the hearts prepared for Him. 

Oh, Holy Spirit of Truth, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, 
terrible as an army in battle array, shine forth with the boundless 
splendor of Him Whose Spirit Thou art and melt this hardened 
soul. Bear in upon me a vision of Thy Divinity, soon to be seen, 
not in a glass darkly, but as if face to face. Fold me to Thy 
bosom, the wellspring of truth and love, that I may be one with 
Thee, as Thou with the Father and the Son, true to Thee as Thou 
to them, 
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TRINITY SUNDAY 
THE BLESSED TRINITY 


BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


“Going, therefore, teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.—Matt. xxviii, 19. 
SYNOPSIS.—Rich, invaluable privilege of Catholics to know “the Mystery 


which hath been hidden from all eternity in God”—the mystery of the 
inner, essential life of God—that the One God is a Trinity of Persons. 

Not only a “rich,” but an “invaluable” privilege. For God is the one 
great Fact besides which all other facts sink into insignificance. God is 
the Being without Whom no other being is possible. Is there then any 
information comparable to information about God? Is there any foolish- 
ness equal to the foolishness of the man who leaves God out of his cal- 
culations? 

Further, the knowledge of the Adorable Trinity is life eternal: “This 
is eternal life, etc.” (John xvii, 3). So we must not make the mis- 
take of thinking that the doctrine of the Church concerning the 
Blessed Trinity is a mere matter of abstract knowledge to be left to the 
learned, having no practical bearing on our lives as Christians—no true 
spirituality, no real advance in holiness, no complete Christian life with- 
out a knowledge of the Trinity. 

The teachings of the Church: God is Three Persons in One God; these 
Three Persons being one only and single God, or, more briefly, “One God 
in Three Persons.” 

Explanations necessary because of the inadequacy of all human lan- 
guage: thus, we must not think of God as being one thing, and the Three 
Persons as something else contained within It. The One God 1s the 
Three Persons; and the Three Persons are the One God. Nor must we 
think that the Divinity is in some way shared out between the Three 
a Each Person possesses wholly and entirely the one Divine 

ature, 

Yet in one thing the Three Persons differ, though without any in- 
equality whatever; namely in that which makes them to be distinct Per- 
sons, viz.: in this, that the Father is unbegotten, the Principle from Whom 
proceed Son and Holy Ghost; the Son is begotten and the co-Principle 
from Whom the Holy Ghost proceeds; the Holy Spirit is not begotten, 
but proceeding. 

A mark of personality is that one individual is not another. So, in 
God, there are Three Persons, because all Three have one and the same 
Nature, yet Father is not Son or Holy Ghost, the Son is not the Father 
or the Holy Ghost, the Holy Ghost ts not Father or Son. 

Let none say this cannot be, or deny that the richness and fecundity of 
the Life of God are such that Hts Nature, one in Itself, energises in 
Three Personalities; nor that He Who has stamped unity in diversity 
upon His Creation, does not unite Unity of Godhead with distinction of 
Persons in Himself. We know the Truth, by Divine revelation: We 
believe and we adore. 

But can we penetrate at all into this Mystery? Not by reason alone; 
but SoMEWBAT in the light of Faith, The Names and characteristics ap- 
plied to the Three Persons in Scripture throw light on the Mystery. 
‘Father’—the Begetter; the Son—the Word and Wisdom of God; the 
Holy Spirit—the Love of God. From these inspired expressions, saints 
and doctors have gathered that the Son is begotten as the Eternal 
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Thought or Idea of God—God’s Word, to Whom, in conceiving that 
Word, the Father communicates the Divine Nature. The Holy Ghost is 
the mutual Love arising from Father and Son—their Bond of Love, com- 
pleting the circle of the Divine Life of contemplation and love. 

A profound Mystery indeed—but what we do know by Revelation gives 
us a fuller, nobler, sweeter idea of God than we could have without that 
revelation. God is for us no solitary Being; but the Divine Life is re- 
vealed as a Society of Persons, a Life of infinite richness, love and de- 
light. We know the strength and sweetness of human love; what must 
be the strength and sweetness of Divine Love? 

And the wonder is that this Life of incomprehensible knowledge, love, 
and bliss, is our inheritance. 

This is what it means to be a Catholic: this is what we can gain by 
perseverance; this is what we throw away by mortal sin. The promise 
is that we shall see God face to face; living tn God, He will make Him- 
self known to us, and give us Himself. Even now, by sanctifying grace 
= are brought into close relationship and contact with the three Divine 

ersons. 

Adore and worship the Blessed Trinity, Whose Bosom is to be our 
eternal home. Preserve the gift of sanctifying grace, which means the 
constant loving presence of the Three within the soul: pray to walk 
worthy of your high vocation, 


It is the rich, the invaluable privilege, dear brethren in Jesus 
Christ, of all who have faith in the Christian, Catholic religion, to 
know what the Apostle St. Paul calls “the mystery which hath been 
hidden from all eternity in God” (Eph. iii, 9). I mean the adorable 
mystery of the inner essential life of God, the mode and manner of 
that eternal, blissful Life which is the source and origin of all 
created life, the eternal life of contemplation and love that God lives. 
To us, by the revelation of Jesus Christ, it is given to know, as far 
as such knowledge can be communicated by faith to human beings, 
not only that there is One Only God, Creator and Sovereign Lord 
of Heaven and earth, but that the one single Godhead is a Trinity 
of Persons, Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity, One God truly 
and really existing as Three Divine Persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, equal in Divinity, in Majesty, in Glory, in Eternity. 

I said, dear brethren, that the knowledge of this Mystery is not 
only a rich but an altogether invaluable privilege. And this is 
strictly true. No one ever can value at its true price the possession 
of this truth concerning the Nature and Life of God. 

God is the one great Fact beside which all other facts subside 
into utter insignificance. God is the Being without Whom no other 
being could exist or even be imagined. From God all being, all 
existence, all truth, all things that are or can be conceived came. 
Without God nothing is possible to be. God is the Cause, the Source 
and Origin, the Explanation of all things else, of your life and 
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mine, and of all that happens or can happen to us. Is there any 
information, then, comparable to information that tells us about 
the essential Nature and Being of God? Is there any foolishness 
so great as that of the man who leaves out of calculation in his life 
that God without Whom neither thought nor movement nor activity 
nor existence itself can be? 

So, then, I say that the great central dogma of our faith, the 
Mystery of the Blessed Trinity that we are specially celebrating 
to-day, is a possession of incalculable value, and the knowledge of 
it a treasure beside which all the wisdom of Solomon would be but 
a poor thing. 

Nay, more, the true knowledge of the Adorable and Blessed 
Trinity is for us nothing less than life eternal; for, said God’s own 
Son, “this is eternal life, that they may know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John xvii, 3). 

Therefore, my dear brethren, we must not make the mistake of 
thinking that the doctrine of the Church concerning the Blessed 
Trinity is a mere matter of abstract knowledge to be left to the 
learned, and having no practical bearing upon our lives as Chris- 
tians. To hold the truth upon this subject is a matter of life or 
death: there can be no true spirituality, no real advance in virtue 
and holiness, no complete fulness of Christian life without an appre- 
hension of this great Truth and what it means. 

What, then, is the teaching of the infallible Church of God con- 
cerning this great Mystery? 

A very brief expression of the truth would be to say: “The true 
and living God, Maker and Lord of all things, is Three Persons in 
One God; these Three Persons being one only and single God.” 

Still more briefly, and with equal truth, we say that He is “One 
God in Three Persons.” 

But human language is so inadequate to express divine things, 
that we must needs add to these statements if we are to avoid error 
and have a correct knowledge of what the Church teaches. 

So it is necessary to make some explanations. And first, when 
we say that God is Three Persons in One God, we must not think 
of God as being one thing; and the Three Persons as something else 
in some way contained within it. No—the One God 1s the Three 
Persons: and the Three Persons ARE the One God. 

So, too, when we put the truth another way, and say that God is 
One God in Three Persons, it would be wrong to think that the 
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Divinity, the Godhead, is in some way divided and shared out be- 
tween Father and Son and Holy Ghost. No, again: for each Person, 
Father and Son, and Holy Spirit, possesses wholly and entirely the 
one Single Godhead, or Divine Nature that can in no way be divided 
or distributed in shares. 

So, then, the Father is the God Who made us and Whom we 
adore; the Son is that same God, and the Holy Ghost is that same 
One God. Hence the Three Divine Persons are equal in every- 
thing; in majesty, power, wisdom, glory, divinity, and Each is to 
be.worshipped and adored equally with the same divine honor and 
worship. 

Yet in one thing the Divine Persons differ, yet without any in- 
equality whatever ; and it is this distinction which makes them to be 
three distinct Persons in the Godhead. And they are distinct in 
this, that the Father is un-begotten, proceeding from none, the 
Principle from Whom proceed both the Son and the Holy Ghost: 
the Son is eternally begotten from the Father, and together with 
the Father is the Principle from Whom proceeds the Holy Spirit: 
the Holy Spirit is not begotten, therefore not the Son of God, but 
proceeding from Father and Son as from One Source. 

Even in human things, dear brethren, we recognize as a mark 
of personality that one individual is not another. So, in God, there 
are Three Persons because, though Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
have all one and the same Divine Being, and are therefore One 
Only God, yet the Father is not the Son, Father and Son are not 
the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghost is neither Father nor Son, 
though Each dwells within the other in close essential union. 

Brethren, let no one say that this cannot be, judging from the 
puny standopint of human experience. We cannot fathom this 
Mystery, but who shall dare to deny that the richness and fecundity 
of the Life of God are such that His Nature, One in Itself, develops 
Itself and energises, by reason of Its marvelous and incomprehensi- 
ble fulness of Being, in Three divine personalities? Who shall 
dare to say that He Who has stamped upon His creation the beauty 
of unity in diversity, of harmony in variety, in which unity does 
not destroy variety nor diversity prevent harmony—who shall say 
that in Him Who is the Author of all, is not to be found the most 
perfect unity of nature together with the most real distinction of 
persons, a unity and distinction which, far from destroying one 
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Brethren, we know the truth, by a surer word than that of our 
poor human wisdom; by the Word and Wisdom of God Himself 
speaking to us, by the Word of His own Son Incarnate, Who com- 
manded that we should receive our baptism “in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” We believe, and 
we adore. 

But can we penetrate at all into this adorable Mystery? By 
reason alone, no. But in the light of faith we may with adoring 
reverence understand something, at least, of the great mystery of 
the Three-in-One. For the Names and characteristics attributed 
to the Three Divine Persons in Holy Scripture throw light upon that 
divine life and activity by which, within the One Divine Godhead, 
the Father eternally begets the Son, and the Holy Ghost eternally 
proceeds from both. Thus in Holy Scripture the first person is 
called Father, because He begets or generates the Son: the Son is 
called the Word and Wisdom of God: the third Person is named 
the Holy Spirit, and is especially described as the Spirit of Divine 
Love. From these inspired expressions, Saints and Doctors of the 
Church have gathered that the Son is begotten as the eternal 
Thought or Idea, the self-knowledge of God, for the Mind of God 
must ever contemplate the highest, most perfect, supreme Truth, 
and that is none Other than Himself. And the divine Thought or 
Idea of God, in which He contemplates Himself, is the Eternal 
Word, uttered forth, not with material sound, but in the silent im- 
mensities of the Godhead. But this Word is God: for all that is in 
God is God; so that in conceiving the Eternal Word, the Father 
communicates to Him the self-same divine nature that He Himself 
possesses, so that, as St. John says, “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 

Further, just as God must ever contemplate the Supreme Truth, 
so He must ever love the Supreme Goodness and Holiness. And 
this Supreme Goodness of God the Fafher sees in the Son, Who is 
the Image of Himself, “the brightness of His glory and the image of 
His substance,” one God with Him. And the Son sees the Supreme 
Goodness in the Father, and so there arises an infinite Love between 
Them, flowing from Them Both, uniting Them in one Bond of 
Love, one infinite ecstacy and rapture of unspeakable and blissful 
affection. This Love is the Third Person of the Adorable Trinity, 
called the Holy Spirit—‘Spirit,” because “spirit” means breath, and 
the Holy Ghost is as the breathing forth of Love; “Holy Spirit,” 
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because He is the Love of God for God’s Holiness. And by this 
breathing forth of Love, the one divine Nature is communicated by 
Father and Son together to the Holy Ghost, One God with Them, 
proceeding from Them Both as from One Source, binding the 
Father and Son in the eternal embrace of love wonderful and divine, 
closing the circle of that divine Life of contemplation and of love, 
bringing that Life, as it were, back to Its Source, so that there is 
possible no other Person that the Three, and no further procession 
within the Godhead. 

Brethren, this is indeed a profound Mystery, the greatest of all 
Mysteries, “the Mystery which hath been hidden from eternity in 
God.” But we can see that what we can know and do know of it 
by divine revelation, gives us an immensely fuller, nobler and 
sweeter idea of our Almighty Maker than we could ever have pos- 
sessed apart from revelation. God is for us, now that we know of 
the Blessed Trinity, no solitary Being, existing in unattractive lone- 
liness ; for the Divine Life is revealed to us as a Divine Society of 
Persons, as a Life of infinite richness, fecundity, and activity; a 


Life, above all, in which not only power and wisdom, majesty and _ 


magnificence, brilliant glory and mysterious beauty command our 
profound adoring reverence, but a Life in which the immeasurable 
torrents of mutual love and delight ever flowing through and inun- 
dating the Being of God must surely awaken our love, appealing to 
and wakening devotion in the coldest heart. We know the strength 
of human love—the strongest and sweetest of all the forces which 
sway our human nature. What must be the strength and sweetness 
of that Divine, Infinite and Eternal Love which flows in the Bosom 
of God? 

And, brethren, the blessed wonder is that we, poor, imperfect, 
sinful human creatures, we can say that this vast infinite Life of 
marvelous knowledge and love, this Life of incomprehensible bliss 
is our inheritance. Wonder of wonders, this Blessed God, the 
Three-in-One, bestows Himself, with all the riches of His glorious 
Life, even upon us. 

This is what it means to be a Catholic: this is what we can gain 
by faithful perseverance: this is what we throw away by a mortal 
sin. The promise is to us that in Heaven we shall see God face to 
face, shall be wrapped into the bosom of the Adorable Trinity Itself, 
where, living in God, He will make Himself known to us no longer 
under the veils of faith, but by the immediate contact of His Blessed 
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Presence within our souls; enfolding us in the embraces of His 
Love, filling us with the knowledge of the secrets of His most 
lovely Being, inundating us with the delight of His beauty to the 
utmost capacity of our glorified souls, according to the measure of 
grace and merit that we possess when we die. Even now by sancti- 
fying grace we are taken up into the divine Family of the Blessed 
Trinity ; and the Father is our Father, and the Son is our Brother, 
and the Holy Ghost is our “soul’s delightful guest.” In view of that 
glorious destiny before us, divine grace brings us now into so close 
and true a relationship with God that St. Peter says we are “par- 
takers of the divine nature.” So, as I said at the beginning, the 
doctrine of the Blessed Trinity is no merely abstract doctrine, but 
it is the very life of a Christian soul. For, by grace, we are even 
now brought into direct and more real contact with the Three Divine 
Persons. For Them were we made; to Them do we belong; within 
us, so long as we are in a state of grace, They do most truly dwell. 
Adore, then, and worship that Adorable Trinity Whose Bosom is to 
be our eternal home. Preserve that precious gift of sanctifying 
grace which means the constant loving presence of the Three within 
the soul to guide, to inspire, to protect and save. Pray daily for 
grace to walk worthy of your so high vocation as dear children of 
the Father, brothers of the Son, and members of Him in His Body 
the Church, living shrines of the Spirit of Love and Holiness in 
Whom He loves to dwell; blessed already above words in your 
Catholic privileges as favorites of the Blessed Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, with Whom and in Whom God in His great mercy 
grant that you may for ever dwell. 

















SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 765 


SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


ENMITY OF THE WORLD TOWARDS THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 


BY THE REV. J. J. HURST 


“Wonder not, brethren, if the world hate you.”—1 John iii, 13. 


SYNOPSIS.—I. Christ forewarned the Twelve going to seek the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel that they would be hated and reviled; St. John 
two generations afterwards tells Christians to wonder not if the world 
hate them. The cause of this hatred the same in both instances. The 
secret of the world’s hatred for Christ. The enmity this hatred aroused 
attaches to all His followers, and concentrates against His Church. 

II. The conditions of discipleship in the school of Christ too onerous 
and irksome to be acceptable to worldlings. Between their philosophy 
and the religion of Christ there can be no compromise, and there must 
needs be conflict. 

III. The antagonism of the world to Christ and His Church constant 
in purpose, varying only in its methods of warfare, From its inception 
Christianity the object of hatred of Jew and Gentile; the power of the 
Synagogue and the forces of the Empire arrayed against it. Three cen- 
turies of dire persecution; “the blood of martyrs the seed of Christians.” 

IV. A custodian and exponent of the doctrines of Christ, the Church 
in ceaseless conflict with heresy. Violent and bloody deeds perpetrated 
by heretics. 

V. The Reformation. How it differed from all other heresies, in its 
sweeping change and vindictive activities. 

VI. The Reformation as a religious system; as a political and social 
revolution. Direful effects under both heads. Superseded by Human- 
ism, which, consistently developed, engendered an infidel, worldly, and 
anti-Christian spirit. 

bre Real and pseudo Christianity. Who is to blame for the latter 
type! 

VIII, How firebrands of society regard the Catholic Church; cause 
of this attitude. 

IX. Bigotry on America; how Catholics should guard against it. 


When Christ sent the Twelve to seek the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, He forewarned them that they would be hated and, as a 
consequence, reviled and persecuted wheresoever they went on their 
mission of charity. “You will be hated by all men for my name’s 
sake” (Matt. x, 22). Now two generations had come and gone 
since these words were spoken, and St. John tells all Christians to 
wonder not if the world hate them. The cause of this hatred is 
in both instances the same. The disciple is not above the master, 
nor the servant above his lord; and against the Lord and Master 
it is that the hatred of the world is primarily directed. Christ made 
manifest the secret of the world’s hatred towards Him, when, declin- 
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ing to go openly to the Feast of Tabernacles with the brethren, He 
said to them: “The world cannot hate you, but me it hateth, because 
I give testimony of it that the works thereof are evil” (John viii, 7), 
The enmity this hatred aroused culminated in His death, and it 
attaches to every member of the human family, who accepts the 
invitation to follow Him. It is, however, against His Church, the 
executor of His last Will and Testament and the custodian and 
exponent of His doctrines, that the enmity of the world concen- 
trates. The mantle of the Master descended upon her and with it 
all the hatred that victimized Him. Hatred and persecution are 
verily a portion of her inheritance—a legacy of love from her divine 
Founder and a shining mark of her divinity. 

The conditions on which Christ offers discipleship are too irk- 
some and onerous to be acceptable to the devotees of the world, 
“If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross and follow me” (Matt. xvi, 24). Between the religion of 
Christ and the philosophy of the world there can be no compromise. 
The one founded on humility and demanding self-abnegation and 
self-sacrifice, the other reared on pride and advocating maxims that 
are selfish—sordid and sensual are opposed to each other as light 
to darkness. There can be no compromise and there must needs 
be conflict, according to Christ’s own declaration. “He that is not 
with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scat- 
tereth” (Luke xi, 23). The world abhors the humility and declines 
the burden of the Cross, but stands ready to cry out and to draw 
the sword against it. 

The antagonism of the world to Christ and His Church ever con- 
stant in its purpose has varied only in its methods of attack. From 
its very inception Christianity excited the jealous fears of both 
Jew and Gentile. Nor was it long suffered to exercise its benign 
influence till all the power of the Synagogue and the forces of the 
Empire were arrayed against it. From the days of the heartless 
Nero to those of the clement Constantine—a period of nearly three 
hundred years, a tide of merciless persecution was loosed against 
all who embraced the religion of the Nazarene. Death was the 
penalty for renouncing the worship of idols to serve the Living 
God ; and the death penalty was usually inflicted with every adjunct 
of cruelty the executioners could devise to appall the victims and 
to deter the sympathetic. Hundreds of thousands perished through- 
out the empire, some tortured to excruciation in prison, others de- 
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youred by wild beasts in the circus. The introduction of Chris- 
tianity met with opposition everywhere. Wherever the standard 
of the Cross was erected it was certain to excite the rage of men, 
and, with rare exceptions, to unsheath the sword of the executioner. 
But “the blood of Martyrs is the seed of Christians,” and the 
Church of Christ not only triumphed over the machinations of 
wicked men, but flourished despite their most determined efforts 
to destroy it. The progress of the Church throughout the world 
verifies the parable of the mustard seed, but traced in the persecu- 
tion and blood of her children it furnishes crucial evidence of the 
terrible and bloody sacrifices she has had to make as executor of 
the last Will and Testament of her Crucified Lord. 

As custodian and exponent of the doctrine of Christ, the Church 
has been in ceaseless conflict with heresy from Judaism in the first 
century to Modernism in the twentieth. Nor has the conflict in 
every instance been confined to a war of words. Violent and bloody 
deeds were often perpetrated by those who tried to change the 
Truth of God into a lie and to wrest from the Church her sanction 
to their unholy endeavors. The Arian and Albigensian heresies in 
particular furnish records of crimes against religion, that have 
been surpassed only by the excesses of the so-called Reformation. 

When that world-wide defection took place and the offscourings 
of whom the Church purged herself raised the flag of rebellion, they 
entered on their warfare with reckless activity and prosecuted it 
with more than Jewish obduracy and pagan vindictiveness. Every 
degenerate, malcontent prince of Europe lent his aid to crush the 
custodian of that religion that put restraint on his passions. In 
other heresies there was, as a rule, only one doctrinal point at issue, 
and the error, in most cases, might be attributed more to the ignor- 
ance than to the intent of the formulator. In this sweeping and 
rancorous heresy many fundamental dogmas of Christianity were 
arbitrarily assailed, and the moral depravity of the assailants is 
the only excuse history has to offer for the wholesale rejection of 
the traditions of the Church and the shameless mutilation of the 
Scriptures. “They went out from us, but they were not of us. For 
if they had been of us, they would no doubt have remained with 
us” (1 Ep. John ii, 19). 

As a religious system the Reformation was acknowledged to be 
a monumental failure even by Luther himself, early in his career. 
But as a revolutionary movement the history of four centuries 
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attests it to be the most radical and destructive the world has ever 
suffered. In a sermon, preached in the year 1532, the pseudo-re- 
former made the candid but alarming admission that since he com- 
menced to preach his new doctrine the world had grown daily worse, 
more impious, and more shameless; that men, while now enjoying 
the full light of the Gospel, were beset by legions of devils, and were 
more avaricious, more impure and repulsive, than of old under the 
Papacy; that peasants, burghers and nobles—men of all degrees— 
the highest as well as the lowest, were alike slaves to avarice, drunk- 
enness, gluttony and impurity and given over to shameful excesses 
and abominations. 

This was but the natural outcome of a religious system that re- 
jected the authority of the one and only unerring guide in all that 
pertains to moral rectitude, as well as the infallible teacher in mat- 
ters of faith. They departed from the source of living water and 
dug to themselves cisterns that hold no water. It needed but a step 
further to complete the catastrophe, and this was taken when the 
exclusive importance attached to faith by the early Reformers was 
later set aside. Humanism now became to the Protestant mind the 
salient feature of religion, and Humanism consistently developed 
became the prolific parent of all the “isms” that to-day fill the 
world with religious and social unrest. As a consequence of this 
calamitous revolution, the work of the Church now and for some 
time past has been a steadfast struggle on behalf of the truths on 
which Christianity is founded; and this she has been obliged to 
maintain with little or no help from other religious bodies. ‘Woe 
to you lawyers, for you have taken away the key of knowledge; 
you yourselves have not entered in, and those that were entering in 
you hindered” (Luke xi, 52). 

If we devote so much time to the consideration of the so-called 
Reformation or Western schism without advertence to the Eastern 
schism, it is because with the concomitant evils and baneful effects 
of the former as antagonist of the Catholic Church we are con- 
cerned. As no other cataclysm frought with so many and such 
direful consequences has ever taken place in the Christian world, 
so no such terrible illustration of the sower of the cockle has ever 
been witnessed in the Catholic Church. We take no account of 
the political revolutions, atrocities, and bloodshed of which it was 
the immediate and direct cause. History has its dark record of 
them. But who can record the strifes, jealousies, and estrange- 
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ments which the principles to which it gave birth engendered— 
principles against which more than to any other form of opposition, 
the Church has to contend? And who can take record of the count- 
less numbers it has deprived of faith in all revealed religion and 
filled with an infidel, worldly, and anti-Christian spirit? When 
men ask is Christianity a failure and affect to point to “the spirit of 
the age” as a warranty of their doubt, they might be truthfully an- 
swered that Christianity such as they possess is a failure. Chris- 
tianity, pure and undefiled, such as Christ has given us and His 
Church continues to give us, is the light and salvation of the world. 
Christianity of the type that had its birth in the “Reformation” and 
its development in the degeneracy of age after age of Protestantism 
is not only a failure, but also a positive menace to civilization. If 
Luther could say with truth nearly four hundred years ago, that 
since he commenced to preach his doctrine, the world had grown 
daily worse, it requires no intricate process of reasoning to infer 
that with the rock-bed of faith blasted and the continual propaga- 
tion of his doctrine withal the world must be in a deplorably worse 
condition now. Judging them out of their own mouths, it is not 
difficult to trace to its source the cause of all this pseudo-Christianity. 

This infidel and anti-Christian spirit, which is brooding over the 
whole face of the earth, reaches its climax of hatred in its utter- 
ances and manifestations against the Catholic Church. Of all relig- 
ious bodies, she is the only one the firebrands of society single out 
as the object of their venomous and senseless attacks. The Social- 
ist and the Anarchist regard her with especial enmity as the great 
obstacle to the millennium of the one and the disorganization the 
other secretly covets. Hence they are never weary of declaiming 
against her. But the reason of this is not far to seek, for she alone, 
of all Christian organizations, gives testimony of them that their 
works are evil. If she were to treat fundamental questions of jus- 
tice and right with that easy indifference of other religious bodies, 
she might be hailed the queen-regent of earth. But following in the 
footsteps of her Divine Founder she wears the crown of thorns and 
bears the marks of the scourge in defense of the doctrines He en- 
trusted to her keeping. 

Of all the phases of enmity the Church in America has to endure 
the most insensate and villainous comes from a brand of bigotry 
which periodically sweeps over the country and leaves a noxious 
deposit wherever it happens to settle. It is the product of no par- 
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ticular sect, but withal a faithful reflex of the morals of its pro- 
moters, some of whom are conscienceless adventurers, others regis- 
tered criminals. Aided in its propaganda by unscrupulous and sor- 
did organs, it plays upon the ignorance of its dupes and only too 
frequently instilling a deep-rooted prejudice and in stirring up a 
rabid hatred for everyone and everything Catholic. One marvels 
at the brazen effrontery with which its purveyors persist in resur- 
recting ghosts that have long vanished in the light of truth, dress- 
ing anew fables and fictions of history, garbling narratives, and in- 
venting scandals. But calumny and defamation are their ordinary 
weapons, offensive and defensive, and they are adepts in the manu- 
facturing of them. And these are the Modern Pharisees that have 
consecrated their lives to the undoing of the Catholic Church! Take 
them back through the centuries, and you might well expect to see 
this lawless band swell the mob that plotted the death of Christ, 
dogged His footsteps, dragged Him from the garden, spat on Him, 
mocked Him in the judgment hall, scourged Him at the pillar and 
nailed Him to the Cross. 

Considering the methods of warfare the enemies of Catholicity 
wage, particularly in this country, it might be pertinently asked 
what should be the attitude of Catholics toward their revilers and 
calumniators. Should it be merely passive or markedly resistant? 
But has not Christ Himself both by example and precept determined 
this for us? He was tolerant of the slaves of error; showed the 
greatest forbearance for His enemies; wept over the doom of Jeru- 
salem; pardoned the woman whom all condemned; obliged Peter 
to put back his sword into the scabbard ; and commanded us to love 
our enemies, do good to those that hate us, and pray for those who 
persecute and calumniate us. True, but He never failed to correct 
error and to expose hypocrisy, and He punished with His own hand 
those who dared profane His temple. It is not incompatible with 
charity toward others to be just to ourselves, and justice is a sacred 
obligation we cannot decline. Hence, so far from encouraging our 
enemies by our apathy we ought to take an active part in disarming 
and silencing them. This we can do in many ways, but chiefly by 
pure and upright lives. We, as Catholics, are under the searchlight 
of hostile criticism, and the least deviation from the straight path 
is conned and noted. Besides, unless we live up to our profession 
we cannot expect to be thought of by our enemies otherwise than 
hypocrites. We can aid the cause materially and with profit to 
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ourselves by contributing to the support of Catholic papers in whose 
columns the teaching of the Church are elucidated and the frauds 
and forgeries of the enemy laid bare. It is by means of the press 
that our enemies are accomplishing most of their evil work, and by 
its means they must be confuted! Another and yet stronger plea 
for a closer acquaintance with Catholic literature is, that the more 
we know of our holy religion, the more we revere it, the better 
equipped we are and the more eager to defend it, and the greater 
our gratitude to God for the grace of possessing it. It is truly a 
priceless blessing to be a member of the mystical body of Christ— 
the one and only true Church, the pillar and the ground of truth. 
This blessing more than compensates for the enmity of the world, 
and we wonder not and care not if it hate us. 











COLLECTANEA 


RECEPTION OF THE RELIGIOUS HABIT 


ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE REV. D. J. M. CALLAHAN, S. J., AT MOUNT 
ST. JOSEPH, CHESTNUT HILL, PHILADELPHIA 


Your Grace, Reverend Fathers, Dear Sisters and Dearly Beloved 
in Christ: 


It is our privilege to-day to be present at a very beautiful and a 
very impressive ceremony. The sight of so many generous souls 
renouncing all that the votaries of the world most prize, and dedicat- 
ing themselves freely, completely and forever to the service of 
Christ and His little ones, cannot fail to move even those of us who 
are most apathetic. And as we look down deep into our hearts at 
this moment, I doubt not but that we find there emotions too deli- 
cate and too complex to be fittingly voiced by human tongue. 

The reception of the religious habit is but the symbol of the 
heart’s consecration to God and the sensible expression of the spiri- 
tual nuptials of Jesus and the elect soul. And just as in the natural 
order it is love that unites two hearts into one and brings the happy 
young couple hand-in-hand to the foot of God’s altar, there to be 
joined in Christian wedlock, so it is love, the purest and the holiest, 
that has created the mystical union at which we are assisting this 
morning. The supernatural drama that is being enacted today 
within these hallowed walls, is the product and at the same time 
the pledge of the mutual love of Christ and of these His chosen 
brides. And unless we appreciate this twofold love, the religious 
life must ever remain, in part at least, a mystery to us. 

Admission to the ranks of a religious community is a new and a 
tangible manifestation of the love of Jesus for the soul He thus 
favors. Together with myriad other souls, Christ loved His elect 
ones from eternity. But even at that remote distance, His love for 
them assumed the character of a very singular predilection which 
even then selected them to be His own chosen brides, to be the 
recipients of His choicest graces, and to be His vessels of election 
for the sanctification and salvation of men. All souls without ex- 
ception are dear to God, and called to His service; but for some 
there is reserved a personal invitation to enter into the inner circle 
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of the friends of Christ, and to signalize themselves beneath His 
standard. The loving devotion of all hearts is solicited by God, but 
in a very marked degree does He covet the undivided love and the 
uncalculating devotedness of those whom He attracts to the sanc- 
tuary or the cloister. He watches over them from babyhood with 
more than a mother’s delight and rapture, and with more than a 
mother’s tact does He direct their earliest footsteps towards the 
way of the Counsels. Tabernacled in their innocent breasts He 
finds His delight, and, with infinite delicacy and foresight, He 
attunes their ears to the music of His persuasive pleadings, He 
weans their hearts from the allurements of a deceitful world, He 
shields them from the poisoned darts of the jealous enemy, and 
with the ineffable power of His own consuming love, He trains 
and entwines the tendrils of their youthful affection round His 
own Heart. And when mayhap these souls gave closer attention 
to the siren voices of pleasure or of domestic comfort, than they 
did to pleading overtures of Jesus, His inventive love would not be 
outstripped, but it would ever discover new ways of winning them; 
and finally loud and strong and insistent came the call: “Arise, my 
love, make haste and come.” 

And in the present instance His invitation did not fall on deaf 
ears. Long and fondly has He watched and waited, and now has 
come His day of triumph; His love is not to remain unrequited. 
Even from their tenderest years His future brides have been 
smitten with the overpowering beauty of Jesus; divine love has been 
their master-passion; it has been the inspiration of their youthful 
sacrifices and the motive behind their every ambition. But it is not 
yet satisfied. Heap fresh fuel on the fire and the fire only glows 
the more; so it is with love. Each new sacrifice made for the Be- 
loved only augments and intensifies the love that gave it birth. 
Love is not content with half measures; it does not give with a 
stingy hand; “more yet more” is its watchword. And so it has 
come about that divine love has sweetly attracted these elect souls 
into this nursery of sanctity and of wisdom, and in the self-immo- 
lation which we have witnessed here this morning, their sacrifice 
finds its consummation. Captivated by the charms of the Divine 
Bridegroom, they have hearkened to His proposals, and today He 
leads them in triumph to the foot of the holy altar, there to accept 
the pledge of their heart’s undivided love and undying devotion. 
Love, then, it is that motives the oblation we have beheld here to- 
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day—the love of souls of delicate sensibility in their endeavor to 
require the eternal love of their Divine Bridegroom. 

Divine love, be it remembered, is inseparable from the love of 
one’s neighbor. When God invites the young man or the young 
woman into the sanctuary or the cloister, He has also in mind the 
sanctification and salvation of other souls, and this mind of God is 
shared in by the young man or woman who accepts the call. To 
follow up such a vocation is not to fritter away one’s time amid 
spiritual luxuries and idle speculations; it is not to turn one’s back 
on the wails of sorrow-stricken humanity; it is not to unfit oneself 
to do his or her share for the world’s enlightenment and moral im- 
provement. If vocation is the embodiment of God’s special predi- 
lection, it is no less a summons to the service of our fellows. The 
religious is to be no less an apostle than a recluse. This twofold 
love, the love of God and the love of the neighbor for the sake of 
God, has been the inspiration of the religious orders, and it should 
be the master-passion of every sterling religious. History, past and 
present, amply testifies to this; proof is uncalled for now, but if it 
were needed, we should only have to appeal to the splendid aposto- 
late conducted in this great archdiocese, and in adjacent fields by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. I need not remind you of the thousands 
of children who have gone forth from their schools so splendidly 
equipped, mentally no less than morally, for life’s struggles, nor of 
the other thousands who, still in the formative stage, are today 
entrusted to their care and instruction. And if within the sanc- 
tuary of the home, great is the mother’s privilege to whom God has 
committed His little ones, and great as well is her responsibility 
and her opportunity for well-doing, what shall we say of the Christ- 
like zeal of women who gladly forego all, that these same little 
hearts may imbibe the true knowledge and love of God their Creator? 
And if this is true, then these noble women have consecrated their 
lives to one of the grandest causes under heaven. And what we 
say of their apostolate in the class-room applies equally to the other 
spheres of activity in which they are engaged. Wherever we meet 
them, we observe the same admirable forgetfulness of self, and the 
same charming devotion to the comfort and welfare of others. And 
all this, because in their heroic hearts there burns that twofold love, 
or rather the same love under two aspects, which to-day has motived 
the dedication of so numerous a band to the service of Christ and 
of the tender lambs of His flock. 
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Not therefore because they were without affection have these 
young women torn themselves from the embrace of father and 
mother, brother and sister, and forever bid adieu to the home of 
so many fond memories. Far from it. Hearts fired with divine 
love are the hearts capable of the purest human love, and if chil- 
dren exchange the paternal hearth for the sanctuary or the cloister, 
itis only in response to a more pressing obligation, it is only to carry 
out what they learned at the knee of father and mother, it is only 
to become the honor and the ornament of their family and their 
home. Nor is their love and devotion for home and family discarded 
at the convent gate; it enters with them, grows with their growth in 
the spiritual life, and sweetly impells them to employ their aug- 
mented influence with the heavenly Father in behalf of their dear 
ones still in the world. God never permits Himself to be outdone 
in generosity, and hence it is that after parents have freely handed 
over to God the child that was the sunshine of their home, and the 
hope of their declining years, not unfrequently they experience the 
most signal indications of God’s all-caring Providence. 

And now, dear sisters, who on this joyous occasion have become 
the brides of the Divine Lamb, permit me to remind you that just 
as it was divine love that irresistibly has impelled you to enter into 
this most holy alliance, so charity alone will keep you ever true to 
the sacred obligations you have to-day contracted. To-day your 
hearts are light because they are filled with Christ’s love, and now 
no sacrifice appears difficult because love has given wings to your 
feet and strength to your arms. Guard jealously this treasure, and 
it will keep you loyal to your religious life; it will enable you to 
experience therein intensified happiness and unbroken peace; it will 
ennoble your commonest actions, and add new lustre to your most 
brilliant success ; it will take the weight out of your heaviest crosses, 
and sweeten your bitterest sorrows; finally, it will ever spur you on 
to that which alone can justify your presence here, namely, the 
imitation of Christ. To fast and abstain without the love of Jesus 
is to incur great spiritual loss; to renounce the riches of the world 
for ought else than love, is to be twice poor; to attempt chastity or 
obedience apart from love, is to render what is already difficult— 
far more difficult. But all these things motived by love, and born 
of a desire to be like the Beloved, this is the religious spirit and true 
wisdom. 
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CONFERENCES TO YOUNG MEN 


BY THE REV. J. A. MCMULLAN, C.SS.R. 


VII. THe OpposiTION BETWEEN RELIGION AND SCIENCE DUE To 
THE CONCEIT OF SCIENTISTS AND TO THEIR Not UNpER- 
STANDING THE NATURE OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH. 


“When you remember,” said Pooh-Bah, “that I can trace my 
descent from the protoplasmic globule you will readily understand 
that my family pride is something inconceivable.” It is this family 
pride that at one time is the occasion of his fibbing about an alto- 
gether imaginary bow, made to him by a suppositious criminal be- 
fore execution, which he thus describes: 


“It was none of your impudent off-hand nods 
But as humble as humble could be, 

For well he knew 

The deference due 

To a man of pedigree.” 


And yet after all, what was there to be proud of? Had his pedigree 
been “clearly proven” it would at most have shown— 


“That a man no matter how he’s well-behaved, 
Is at best but a monkey shaved.” 


We smile at Pooh-Bah’s vanity ; but we cease to be amused when 
we find our Material-Evolutionists fiercely insisting on the same 
pedigree for us all. We have all sprung from this protoplasmic 
atom, and not a man amongst us but at best is a monkey shaved. 
They seem fully to share in Pooh-Bah’s inconceivable pride in the 
fact, and—what I want to insist on here—they fall very little short of 
him in the insincerity and fibbing they descend to in order to estab- 
lish their thesis. Darwin himself is to be excepted from this charge. 
There are no grounds for doubting his sincerity, and the reason 
is instructive—he avoids religious controversy. Unfortunately he 
becomes an Agnostic towards the close of his life, but he never 
preaches agnosticism. He follows the Mad Hatter’s advice, and 
as he didn’t know he didn’t talk. He had no anti-religious axe to 
grind and therefore no temptations on that head to be false to his 
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scientific principles. “I cannot believe in spontaneous generation,” 
we have heard him say, “and the problem of life seems to me to 
be beyond the confines of Science.” 

But, on the other hand, have we not seen Huxley accepting that 
very doctrine of spontaneous generation not merely without verifica- 
tion but in flat contradiction of all testimony reached by attempts at 
verification. ‘Here as in all other cases,” says Tyndall, speaking 
of these experiments, “the evidence in favor of spontaneous genera- 
tion crumbles in the grasp of the competent enquirer.” Yet in spite 
of these experiments, I say, in spite of the common teaching of all 
competent scientists, in spite even of his own considered and avowed 
statements, and in the very teeth of the first article of his scientific 
creed, “the man of science has learned to believe in justification not 
by faith but by verification.” Huxley makes his act of philosophic 
faith in the fact of spontaneous generation. What we have seen 
him do, Tyndall can be shown to have done in almost identical 
fashion. In other words, we charge them with insincerity, and the 
question with us now is what has made them false to their prin- 
ciples? How come they to make their act of philosophic faith in 
that which Darwin rejects, and which they own he is right in reject- 
ing? The only and sufficient answer is that they have an anti- 
religious axe to grind: they want an argument for agnosticism. 
They believe spontaneous generation to be true, because they want 
it to be true. 

Haeckel supplies us in his own proper person with a much more 
glaring instance of scientific sincerity sacrificed at the altar of anti- 
religious bias. Darwin might tremble for this disciple of his, but 
the enfant terrible has no fear for himself, and in establishing his 
atheistical conclusion his violence of statement and inconsistencies 
make it quite clear that he regards a reputation for honesty and 
fair dealing as a superfluity that he can lose no time or trouble in 
acquiring. Here is what Quatrefages—himself an Evolutionist of 
sorts—says of Haeckel: “If Darwin erred in regarding our very 
ignorance as to some degree telling in favor of his notions, he never 
tried to rewrite the missing volumes of the earth’s history to restore 
the chapters which have been torn out or to fill the blanks in the 
pages that have come down to us. But this is just what Haeckel 
does continually. Whenever a branch or a twig is lacking on his 
genealogical trees, whenever the transit from one type to another 
would appear too abrupt were we to restrain ourselves to creatures 
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actually known, he invents species and groups bodily. Sometimes 
he calls in ontogeny, to countenance the discovery of supposed an- 
cestors, but frequently he does no more than affirm their existence. 
He thus creates a fauna entirely hypothetical, of which Voigt rightly 
said that no man ever saw a trace of it, or ever will.” 

DuBois-Raymond says, “Man’s pedigree, as drawn up by Haeckel, 
is worth about as much as is that of Homer’s heroes for critical 
historians.” 

The Catholic Encyclopaedia roundly accuses him of fraud, and 
I remember an article in the Month sometime ago that gave that 
charge a definite name, the particularly objectionable name of 
“faked photographs.” To prove some thesis of his it was neces- 
sary to show that the embryos of which he was writing were pos- 
sessed of certain characteristics. As they were not, and the photo- 
graph could not report that they were, Haeckel inserted them with 
his own hand. The line or curve that was wanting in the photo- 
garph he deliberately “faked”! 

Pooh-Bah out of love for the protoplasmic atom might excuse 
such an act, as “an artistic embellishment meant to lend verisimili- 
tude to an otherwise bald and unconvincing photograph.” But 
an honest man would surely turn from it with disgust. Haeckel 
himself is reported to have taken the matter very lightly. When 
clearly convicted of it, he maintained his thesis was right; and as 
it would be discredited unless the embryos were exactly as he 
“faked” them, he had to do what he could for them. 

One is irresistibly reminded of the scene where Alice comes upon 
the gardeners painting the rose tree. 

“Would you tell me,” said Alice, a little timidly, “why you are 
painting these roses?” 

Five and Seven said nothing but looked at Two. Two began in 
a low voice: “Why, the fact is, you see, Miss, this here ought to 
have been a red rose tree, and we put a white one in by mistake; 
and if the Queen was to find it out we should all have our heads 
‘cut off, you know. So you see, Miss, we are doing our best afore 
she comes.” 

And so, too, Haeckel, lest his contention should have its head 
cut off, does his best, but without the grace of the gardeners to be 
ashamed of himself. You see, then, that when scientists would 
become theologians their sincerity even as scientists becomes prob- 
lematical. 
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So much, then, for the sincerity of these controversial scientists. 
Now what is their complaint against Revealed Religion? We ought, 
perhaps, to distinguish between Haeckel and Huxley: they have 
different objects of attack and certainly they differ in their methods, 
but the effect of their respective contentions would be practically 
the same. Huxley wants you to say, “I don’t know whether or not 
there is a God,” while Haeckel wants you to say, with fierce em- 
phasis, “There is no God.” That is, Huxley’s object of attack is 
the certainty of your faith, while Haeckel’s is its very existence. 
Practically, however, it comes to the same thing, I say, for whether 
you are persuaded by Haeckel to give up prayer altogether, or by 
Huxley to pray agnostically, in Newman’s parody, “Oh, my God, 
if there be a God, save my soul if I have a soul,” your chance of 
salvation would be equally remote. Though the effect of their 
teaching is practically the same, there is no similarity in their 
methods. The inimitable “Night-Watchman” has a phrase that 
would most delicately convey my meaning here. “Huxley and 
Haeckel,” he would say, “are as like as two peas. The only differ- 
ence between them is that Huxley never uses bad language.” These, 
then, are the protagonists of infidelity. Now what is their com- 
plaint? It is, generally, that the Church is mediaeval, and anti- 
quated, and always opposed to the diffusion of scientific knowledge. 
Such a statement can only be met by a flat denial. Never in the 
whole course of her history has the Church contradicted the finding 
of science on any point that has subsequently been found to be 
true. In the face of the constant misrepresentation of her un- 
scrupulous foes, this fact cannot be too emphatically insisted on. 
Not once—though often urged to do it—has she condemned a scien- 
tific proposition that has eventually been proven to be true. Of 
course, she has been slow to give her approval to new theories, and 
what reasonable man can blame her? When you have scientists 
whose avowed object is to drive God from His Creation and who 
descend to lying and to faked photographs to prove their thesis, who 
could expect the Church of all the ages to be in a hurry to accept 
their latest discoveries? Let scientists first agree amongst them- 
selves as to what Science does teach upon a certain point before 
coming to the Church for the blessing of her approval. Take the 
matter we have been considering—Spontaneous Generation, for in- 
stance. Darwin flatly denies it, Haeckél violently asserts it, and 
Huxley regretfully denies it scientifically, and timidly asserts it 
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philosophically—and the Church is blamed for not agreeing with 
the lot of them!! 

Not being able to fix a definite charge on any official pronounce- 
ment of the Church, they next turn their attention to the Catholics 
in general. These they find ignorant and antipathetic. It is our 
own fault if we are ignorant, of course, but that we are antipathetic 
towards scientific discoveries is, so far as it is true, largely due to 
scientists themselves. Like Pooh-Bah glorying in their protoplasmic 
globule, their family pride has become “something inconceivable,” 
Their attitude toward the simple Faith of Catholics is one of intol- 
erable conceit. Pious sentiments excite their keenest ridicule and 
draw their finest scorn. The Catholic likes to feel God near to him 
—to rejoice in His light and love in the sunshine, and to fear His 
anger in the storm; but not so your up-to-date scientist. For him:— 


“Volcanoes have a grandeur that is glum, 
And earthquakes only terrify the dolts: 
Whilst to him that’s scientific 
There is nothing that’s terrific 
In the falling of a flight of thunderbolts—” 


He laughs at the foolish ignorance of Catholics who see the finger 
of God in these marvels, and mockingly undertakes to show and’ 
explain the natural causes of all such disturbances. Now the Cath- 
olic might well endure to have his unfortunate ignorance enlight- 
ened without any complaint, but what annoys him is that this 
scientist evidently regards his triumph as an augury of the ultimate 
success of his cause: the denial of the existence of God. That 
the Catholic cannot allow. He knows that there are Catholic 
scientists who can reconcile all the true findings of Science with 
the teaching of the Church. He knows, too, that Scripture tells 
him it is only a fool that says in his heart, “There is no God,” and, 
lastly, he feels every good instinct in his heart rebelling against the 
denial of God. He cannot analyze his sentiments, perhaps, but his 
common sense tells him that this prancing scientist is but a beggar 
on horseback, who may ride him down to-day but who will surely 
himself “come a cropper” when he gets amongst final causes. Be- 
fore scientists blame us, then, for want of sympathy with their 
discoveries, let them see to it that their own insufferable pride is no 
contributing cause to the strained relations. I have no brief for 
ignorance, whether Catholic or otherwise (and Catholics, let it be 
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observed, have no monopoly of it), and, as far as I am concerned, 
Scientists have full permission to use their best efforts to clear the 
world of it all. When questions of faith arise, scientists would do 
well to try, at least, to understand what it is they are up against. 
Faith to a Catholic, however ignorant, is something very sacred 
and very dear. It is not a doubtful hypothesis, built on hazy, phil- 
osophical imaginings and supported by faked photographs. It is a 
conviction he holds with absolute sincerity and entire devotion. 
I wish this were better understood. Our supposed intolerance 
might then wear a softer aspect. 

Let me say a word here about this matter, then. First about 
the Catholic sincerity. Browning’s opinion is that of a man not 
only intellectually great but transparently sincere. What he thinks 
about Catholic faith, then, may fairly be taken as representative of 
a large body of respectable opinion. Yet how utterly grotesque is 
his conception of it! His Bishop Blograw refuses to become an 
infidel. Why? Because he says his intellectual position would not 
be bettered by his doing so. He thus concludes an elaborate argu- 
ment :-— 

“What have we gained, then, by our unbelief? 
But a life of doubt diversified by faith 
“For one of faith diversified by doubt.” 


Browning did not wish to insult Cardinal Wiseman—so Chester- 
ton assures us—but had he set his great intellect deliberately to the 
task, could he have uttered a more “frigid lie,” or one more griev- 
ously offensive to the Great Cardinal, than to insinuate that his 
life was one of “Faith diversified by doubt”? It frankly accuses 
him of flagrant and sordid hypocrisy. His faith was a sham. You 
can’t have faith and doubt. You might as well talk about “the 
security of sailing diversified by torpedoes,” as talk about Faith 
diversified by doubt. If Browning can so utterly misconceive the 
Catholic notion of Faith, may not priggish scientists receive a 
friendly warning not to be too cock-sure that they know all about 
it? 

Of recent years, perhaps, we have “been getting on” in this mat- 
ter. Guy Thorne, in When it Was Dark—and the Bishop of 
London, too (let us hope) in approving the book, bear witness to 
the sincerity of the Catholic Faith. All lose their belief in 
Christ because of the discovery of some document which seemingly 
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disproves the Resurrection—all except the Catholics. “Amongst 
the faithless faithful they.” Here is another lesson for our con- 
troversial scientists. For I am perfectly certain that there the book 
is true, and that not a whole pyramid of human documents would 
cause a Catholic to doubt his faith. He sincerely believes the 
Church to be the living voice of God. Let these men try to 
realize this and to think, not only how futile but how irritating 
must be their feeble attempts, with their unproved assumptions and 
lying photographs, to make a Catholic give up his belief in God. 
Secondly, a Catholic not only believes in God but he loves Him. 
God is not a distant “first cause,” the radiance of whose light shines 
coldly, fitfully and unconvincingly across his path of knowledge. 
No, He is to him a loving Father in Whom he moves and lives 
and has his being, to whom his soul ever cries with aspiring love: 
“What have I in heaven, and besides Thee what do I desire upon 
earth? Thou art the God of my heart and the God that is my 
portion for ever.” And then the wretched scientist comes sneaking 
around with his miserable “faked photographs” to tell him he is 
laboring under a delusion! He offers him an extended and thor- 
oughly scientific and up-to-date knowledge of a plurality of worlds, 
if falling down he will adore the “protoplasmic globule.” Is it 
worth it? Surely if the heavens are no longer to tell of the glory 
of God, the Catholic heart has very little use for them. If the 
splendor of the Lord our God is no longer to shine upon our souls, 
then “we are of all men the most miserable.” Better far does it 
seem to the Catholic to have the ignorance of the psalmist, with 
the adoring and grateful love of the psalmist, than the knowledge 
of a Haeckel with the atheism of Haeckel. No such alternative is 
offered, thank God. Faith is compatible, as we have seen, with the 
highest scientific knowledge. But it is well to let Scientists know, 
I say, what they are up against when they seek to undermine the 
faith of a Catholic. He has nothing to give him in exchange for 
it, for the Catholic counts all things “as loss in comparison with 
the excellent knowledge of Our Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. iii, 8). 
For what doth it profit a man if he gain the whole world of knowl- 
edge and suffer the loss of his soul? Perhaps the words of Mr. 
Chesterton stand a better chance of convincing the scientist than 
any of mine: “The size of this scientific universe,” he writes, “gave 
one no novelty, no relief. The cosmos went on for ever, but not 
in its wildest constellation could there be anything really interest- 
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ing. The grandeur or infinity of the secret of its cosmos added 
nothing to it. It was like telling a prisoner in Reading gaol that 
he would be glad to hear that the gaol now covered half the county. 
- The warden would have nothing to show the man except more and 
more long corridors of stone, lit by ghastly light and empty of all 
that is human. So these expanders of the universe had nothing to 
show us except infinite corridors of space, lit by ghastly suns and 
empty of all that is divine.” 

Let us turn with horror then from these wretched men who 
would rob us of God and put out the lights of Heaven, and cry 
with the Royal-hearted singer: “Blessed art thou, O Lord, the God 
of Israel, our Father from eternity to eternity. Thine, O Lord, is 
magnificence, and power, and glory, and victory, and to thee is 
praise: for all that is in Heaven and in earth is thine: thine is the 
Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art above all princes. Thine are riches, 
and thine is glory, thou hast dominion over all; in thy hand is power 
and might: in thy hand greatness and the empire of all things. 
Now, therefore, our God, we give thanks to Thee and we praise Thy 
glorious name. O Lord, God of our fathers, keep for ever this 
will of their hearts and let this mind remain always for the wor- 
ship of thee—Amen” (1 Par. xxix, I0, 15). 











CONFERENCES FOR CHILDREN OF MARY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


XLIV. THe DANGERS oF CouRTSHIP 


My dear Children of Mary :—To show affection for those we love, 
in words, in looks, voice and action, is only human. It would be 
vain to expect of you to be cold and indifferent toward your affi- 
anced during the period of courtship. When you are engaged it is 
only natural and fitting that you show signs of joy and happiness, 
yet it is important for you to be on your guard, that your happiness 
may not be for you a source of sin. 

What we call affection is but a tiny drop of that ocean of love 
that moved God to want to share His happiness with His creatures. 
The love of God was infinite before the birth of time, yet He 
desired other beings, angels and men, to share His happiness and 
love, in so far as they could be made capable. God created us 
because He loved us, and because He loved us, He made us cap- 
able of enjoying His own happiness, and of loving Him. 

Love, then, the capability of loving God, is the greatest gift God 
could give to us. So it is that the love we have for fellow creatures 
is a tiny picture of that greatest of all loves, the love God has for 
us, His adopted children. For that reason we should understand 
that our love for our fellow creatures should never lead even to 
the slightest sin. The spark of love that God has placed in our 
hearts should first of all belong to God, and then to others accord- 
ing to God’s plans for us. Hence love and sin are as far apart as 
west is from east. 

For that reason you must be careful that the affection you feel 
in your heart may never end in sins against holy purity. You are 
engaged; but you are not yet married and you have not the privi- 
leges of matrimony until you receive that holy Sacrament. A short 
courtship does not expose you to as many temptations as one that 
is extended may be for years. A long courtship ending in hurried 
marriage in order to shield the bride from shame and dishonor is 
surely not a situation desired by decent people, and not one that 
promises a happy marriage. 

The most unfortunate girls are those who have the mistaken 
notion of trying to catch the young man of their choice. A young 
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man in order to see you might brave the danger of a small-pox 
sign tacked to the door of your home without giving the conse- 
quences a single thought; but no sooner does he suspect that you 
are using special efforts to Jand him, than he turns from you in dis- 
gust. No matter how much he may really care for you, he cannot 
bear the thought of being the one courted instead of the one who 
courts. 

Here is another rule you must observe in your conduct. It is a 
rule that has no exceptions to it. No young man will marry the 
girl that is too free and generous in showing her affection. A young 
man may take such a girl to theatres, suppers, and the like, and 
he may buy her presents, but he does this, not because he loves the 
girl or wants her to be his wife, but because he finds her an easy 
mark. The foolish girl thinks he loves her and is happy in that 
thought, while he already begins to tire of her. He boasts in the 
company of other young men that Miss So-and-so is an easy propo- 
sition, and suddenly Miss So-and-so finds that the young man of 
whom she was so sure has given her up. 

In the mean time her reputation has suffered. Her free conduct 
has been talked about among certain young men. Another young 
man calls. She does not realize that he knows about her. How- 
ever, he does. She hopes he may be the right man, but he does not 
come for honest purpose. To make sure of him she will be even 
more free in showing her affection. The unfortunate girl thinks 
she has learned a great deal in her former experience, and she will 
make him love her by being even more loving than before. That is 
exactly what he is looking for. He has heard that she is an easy 
mark and he merely wants to have all the fun and pleasure he can 
till he tires of her as did others. He has no idea of marrying that 
girl. When he is tired of her he will look for another easy mark. 

Such a young woman is like a football. The young men play with 
her and then kick her to another young man. Here you have the 
reason why a young man will not marry the girl that permits him 
to take liberties with her. I regret that I must speak as plainly as 
I do, but in times as lax as ours it does not do to beat about the bush. 
You must be made to understand that your happiness hangs upon a 
very slender thread. Do not get the reputation that you are good 
enough to have fun with, but that you are not good enough to 
become a decent fellow’s wife. 

Company-keeping, or courtship, should be divided into two parts. 
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The first part takes in the time when a number of young men 
among your acquaintances come to see you. At that time you have 
not as yet decided which one is to be your intended husband. The 
other part embraces the time when you have given the young man 
of your choice your promise of marriage. This latter part is 
usually called the engagement. Now let me advise you as to your 
conduct before and during the time of your engagement. 

If a number of young men come to see you, let those who do not 
appeal to you at all, know, in a kindly way, that you do noi care for 
their company. When you have no idea of marrying a man give 
him no encouragement of any kind, accept no presents from him 
under any consideration. In this way the method of elimination 
must go until you have found the young man whose company you 
really enjoy. 

If a girl accepts the attentions of a man, whom she is sure she 
will not marry, there is something positively wrong with that girl. 
If you do not care for a man let him know it in time that he may 
look elsewhere. A young lady always is the loser when she will tell 
a young man after an extended courtship that she does not want 
him to call again. She may have the best reasons for so doing; but 
people will seldom believe her. The young man will have a story 
of his own and he is likely to be believed. 

As soon as you find that a caller is not to your liking let him 
know it at once. Why waste time upon him, and accept his pres- 
ents, when you do not want him as husband? 

During the time that you are, as it were, making your choice, you 
must be on your guard to keep young men in their proper place. If 
your parents consent you may go out with them—but under no con- 
ditions must you allow any of them the slightest liberty. In the 
good old times two young people were not allowed to be alone before 
marriage, and I would strongly advise that you for your own good 
insist on a chaperon. 

To prevent familiarity it will be well for you to insist upon being 
called by your family name. If one is bold enough to call you by 
your Christian name it will be well for you to say that you do not 
give any but your parents and brothers and sisters the privilege of 
calling you by your first name. If the young man is of the right 
sort he will ask your pardon and think more of you for your dig- 
nity. If he is not of the right kind, the sooner you get rid of him, 
the better. 
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Hence be severe and preserve your dignity. The more severe 
you are the more you will gain the respect and esteem of respectable 
men. Accept no presents, at least no valuable presents, from any 
man and keep them at a safe distance. 

By finally allowing only him for whom you care to pay attention 
to you, you enter upon the second part of courtship, the engage- 
ment. Needless to say, you should have the advice and help of 
your parents in the process of weeding out undesirable callers. If 
your parents tell you of anything they have against one or another 
young man, you will act very wisely if you follow their suggestions 
and ask this young man to discontinue his calls. 








CONFERENCES FOR MARRIED WOMEN 


(CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS) 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


VIII. THE QUESTION oF SPONSORS 


This question often presents difficulties. The relatives of both 
husband and wife are usually eager to act as sponsors, and there 
is often rivalry and jealousy on that account. Sometimes financial 
interests may make the choice of sponsors a serious matter. 

The Catholic Church acted very wisely in ordaining sponsors for 
baptism. She impresses upon the people the holiness of the obliga- 
tion, by decreeing that the sponsor and the baptized contract a 
spiritual relationship and by forbiding sponsors marrying the one 
for whom they were sponsors. She furthermore decrees that 
sponsors should be not only nominally Catholics, but really prac- 
tical and devout Catholics. Parents are at liberty to have as spon- 
sors whomsoever they like, provided these regulations of the Church 
are observed. 

The duty of sponsors is not simply their presence at the baptism 
of your children, as some suppose. Those who act as sponsors as- 
sume certain duties and responsibilities, which only devout and 
practical Catholics can fulfill. Sponsors take it upon themselves 
to provide for the bodily and spiritual welfare of the child, should 
the parents be either unwilling or unable to provide for it. In such 
a case it is not merely the choice but the duty of the sponsors to pro- 
vide for it. The Church holds them responsible for this, because 
they become the spiritual parents of your children, as you are their 
bodily parents. 

Grandparents often consider it a great honor to be sponsors for 
grandchildren and, unless they are too far advanced in age, they 
should be given that honor. If they are very old it will be well 
to have but one of them and a younger relative as the other sponsor. 
As unwise as it is to select people who are too old and feeble to act 
as sponsors, it is equally unwise to select mere children. In the 
one case the old people will in all probability die before the child 
is half grown, while in the other case the sponsors are too young 
to take your place and assume your responsibilities should you be 
unable or unwilling to perform them. 
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Should relatives who are unfit hint that they desire to be sponsors 
for one of your children, tell them in all kindness that it is not you 
but the Church that must first be consulted in this matter. The 
Church requires sponsors to be practical Catholics. If they take 
the hint kindly and really try to be better Catholics you might give 
one such relative an opportunity. Oftentimes a kindly and serious 
word spoken by you will do more good than a hundred sermons 
the priest preaches. Where a kindly explanation cannot be expected 
to be taken in good part, never mention the subject of sponsors. 
If the subject is brought up by such people simply and briefly ex- 
plain the regulations of the Church or tell them that you will have 
to make arrangements elsewhere. 

Some parents try to select as sponsors those from whom they 
expect temporal favors. Hence all their desire is that they should 
be wealthy so that the children will receive handsome birthday 
presents. Suppose that such sponsors do give the infant a hand- 
some present every year, what of it? As a rule, wealth and piety 
do not go hand in hand. There are, thanks be to God, exceptions, 
but they are only exceptions after all. Into the ears of such mis- 
guided parents I should like to pour constantly the words of our 
dear Lord: “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul,” and that other command of Christ: “Seek 
you first the kingdom of heaven and its justice and all things else 
will be added unto you.” 

Our first and only care should be the gaining of heaven. All 
things else are of minor importance. Whether we be poor or rich, 
educated or uneducated ; whether we live to be eighty or are taken 
from this world at forty; whether we be prominent or unknown, 
it all matters nothing. The one thing that does matter for all 
eternity will be whether we have attained the goal—heaven—for 
which we were created, redeemed and sanctified. From this you 
see how foolish it is for parents to select as sponsors those from 
whom they expect temporal benefit for themselves or for their 
children. 

None of you, I hope, will ever be so misguided as to ask Prot- 
estants to become sponsors for your children, however great your 
friendship for them may be, and however good their intentions. 
The Church cannot expect Protestants to live up to the duties and 
responsibilities attached to this office. In a country like ours, where 
every religious denomination is represented, it is indeed necessary 
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for us to live together in mutual charity and good will, but in mat- 
ters of faith we have to practice complete separation. We cannot, 
in conscience, take upon ourselves any of their religious obligations, 
and they must refuse in like manner. 

One consideration alone should bear weight with you and that 
one is: to whom would you wish to entrust your children, for both 
their temporal and spiritual welfare, if God should call you from 
this life before they are able to take care of themselves? Answer 
that one question to your satisfaction and you have solved the 
problem. 

As man Christ had no father, nor were sponsors customary in 
the Old Law. Nevertheless our dear Saviour selected one man to 
act as a sponsor to Him, a fosterfather. And His choice of foster- 
father fell, not upon one of the richest or noblest of the Jews, but 
upon a poor unlearned carpenter, who, though lowly on earth, 
became one of the greatest saints of God. 

If the sponsors you select for your children are of good and 
pious character, you may rest assured that God will be better 
pleased than if you would select men and women that have much 
wealth, but not much religion. 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XXXII. Unity 


For their common welfare and that of their children unity among 
husbands and wives is absolutely necessary. Husband and wife must 
understand that unless they want to make a failure of both their 
lives they must act as one in all matters. 

I need not tell you that there is strength in unity We are all 
fond of quoting proverbs about unity; yet we often place our con- 
fidence exclusively in our own judgment and in our own strength, 
forgetting those beautiful sayings about unity. When afterwards 
we discover the mistake in relying alone on our judgment and 
strength we ask: “Why did we not work together”? Where there 
is no united effort between husband and wife, there can be no suc- 
cessful family life. 

Woman was not intended to be above man. Neither was she 
intended to be beneath man. As the first woman was taken from 
the side of the first man, therefore woman is placed not above, nor 
beneath, but beside man. Marriage is the only instance where one 
plus one is one. Without unity there can be no happy marriage. 
The lack of unity means failure throughout the entire married life; 
economy, trust and confidence, love and authority will be lacking 
as well as unity. 

Parents, then, must be one in all matters that concern themselves 
and their children. In order to bring about and to preserve this 
unity, parents must consult each other in whatever they wish to 
undertake. Neither must want or do anything without first having 
come to an understanding with the other. It will be impossible to 
arrive at an agreeable understanding unless each is willing to yield 
to the other’s better judgment. 

The old saying that two heads are better than one applies espe- 
cially to husband and wife. Nothing should be undertaken by them, 
be it ever so trifling, without agreement. Nothing should be bought 
or sold by either husband or wife unless both agreeing as to the 
advisability of buying or selling. Whatever is given to the children, 
whether clothing, food or playthings, both husband and wife should 
be in accord. When the children understand that “yes” means 
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yes,” and “no” means “no,” no matter whether father or mother 
say so, there will be order and authority. The children will know 
that they must mind. Where the father says one thing and mother 
says another, the children will soon know which of the two is the 
more lenient. In the end neither father nor mother will be obeyed. 

While it is true that the husband is the head of the family, he 
should always remember that the wisest of men need counsel and 
advice. Should your wife’s idea be better than yours, so much the 
better for you. In case your idea is the better one and your wife 
does not understand your view, explain it to her in all kindness in 
order that she may help you to bring your plans to a successful 
issue. 

A faithful and sensible wife and mother will never want to 
assume command of the family, even though you ask for her opin- 
ion. Nor need I tell you that in some things the judgment of the 
wife is far more correct than that of the man. In some things a 
woman has keener senses that will help to overcome difficulties. 
Yet the wife will never wish to claim the credit for any success 
that resulted from her advice to her husband. Her undying love 
for him will make her efface herself. Moreover, a husband of 
common sense should be only too glad to have some one who can 
be of help to him in his own shortcomings. 

Try, then, to be always one, in every thought and in every under- 
taking, for unless the two of you are one you cannot expect to meet 
with success throughout life. 

As a matter of course you should never argue about things with 
your wife in the presence of your children. Children must never 
suspect that parents have to discuss any matter. All that they 
should see is your unity of mind and of purpose. Let them see 
only this and you will never experience any difficulty in maintain- 
ing your authority over them. Needless to say, discussions will not 
always run smoothly. There will be times when arguments may 
be rather bitter or personal on one side or the other, or even on 
both sides, for, after all, with the best of intentions we are only 
human. However, discussion should never leave any ill feeling. 
The matrimonial sky is not always sunshine. Hence you should pray 
for fair weather in your matrimonial life. Do the best you can, 
be willing to give as well as to take, so that the clouds that bring 
thunder and storm be as few as possible. To maintain unity of 
mind and purpose will require many sacrifices on both sides. 

















Let your children always see the bright side of your union. 
Father and mother should never even hint to the children that they 
have difficulties among themselves. Children need not know any- 
thing about the intimate life of their parents because it might not 
tend to strengthen the respect they should have for their parents. 
The love of children for their parents is naturally so great that 
they look upon them as perfect beings. They see faults in other 
people, but cannot be convinced that their parents could ever be 
guilty of such, unless they themselves reveal each other’s faults. 

In the home-life unity practically means identity. Whatever is 
said and done should be identically the same, whether you say or 
do it or whether your wife says or does it. One must support the 
other. Such an identity, or union of heart and mind, will bring 
with it twofold blessing. In the first place, outsiders will fear to 
meddle in your affairs, for they will understand from your united 
actions that to attack the one means to attack the other as well. 
Hence unity of purpose will keep you at peace with the outside 
world. And you gain the respect and good will of the neighbors 
with whom you have to live. Is not this an inducement that is worth 
while? You will always find that husbands and wives that cannot 
get along with each other will neither get along with any one else. 
To be at peace with your neighbors will require that you be at peace 
with yourselves. 

In the second place unity between husband and wife will be a 
blessing for the children. You thereby establish a thorough respect 
for parental authority. Whether they ask you or their mother, the 
answer will be the same. All that you have to do is to support 
one another and the children will know that yes means yes, and 
no means no. That will make your authority impregnable. Obedi- 
ence will then follow as a matter of course. 

Hence cultivate the spirit of unity. It is of the greatest impor- 
tance and benefit for your welfare, both temporal and spiritual. 
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PASTORAL PART 





ANALECTA 





NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER 
AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


From the Acts of Benedict XV.: 


Letter to Cardinal Andrieu in reference to the collec- 
tion to be taken up on the feast of Epiphany for the 
Negroes. 

Letter to Cardinal Pompili concerning prayers for the 
belligerent nations. 


From the Congregation of the Holy Office: 


Absolution from excommunication incurred by heresy 
or apostasy in foro conscientiae is to be given according 
to the form prescribed in the Constitution Apostolicae 
Sedis. In foro externo it can be given by one having 
authority when the abjuration has been made and the re- 
quirements of law fulfilled. After that any priest can ab- 
solve in foro interno. The abjuration is considered jurid- 
ical when made before the bishop or prelate, or one dele- 
gated, and before at least two witnesses. 





From the Congregation of Rites: 


Decree of Beatification of Archbishops and their com- 
panions who were killed in France in 1792. : 

It is left to the prudence of individual bishops to per- 
mit, when olive oil cannot be obtained, the use in the sanc- 
tuary lamp of other vegetable oils, of beeswax or even of 
electric light. 

In the war zone where the usual number of ministers 
cannot be obtained, a smaller number may be used pro- 
vided that three from each grade be employed. Acolytes 
may be used when subdeacons can not be had. 
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CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 


THE DUTY TO PRESERVE ONE’S LIFE 


I have a penitent, David, the son ot a widowed mother and a 
man in ordinary circumstances of life, who has developed con- 
sumption. He is in very poor health at present, and has been told 
by many reputable physicians, who have carefully examined him, 
that he cannot live more than one year unless he remove himself 
from this climate and betake himself to the Rocky Mountains, 
where, if his health improves, he would have to stay for four or 
five years. There is no certainty, however, that even there he will 
recover his shattered health. Now David is not inclined to follow 
the advice of the doctors. He feels that it would be imposing too 
great a hardship on himself and upon his mother. He dreads the 
life he will be compelled to lead in the mountains, and declares that 
he prefers to remain, and die if must be, at home, where he can 
receive some consolation from his parent, and where he can be of 
help to her. I would like to know whether there is any obligation 
on his part to go to the mountains? Does he commit sin by not 
going? 

Answer. ‘The solution of this case must depend upon circum- 
stances. Of course, it goes without saying that we are obliged to 
preserve the life that God has given us. We are not free to do any- 
thing that will shorten our lives directly. But this is only a general 
principle which arises from the binding force of the Fifth Com- 
mandment. In practice it may be modified by many conditions. 
When we claim that we are obliged in conscience to use the means 
necessary to the preservation of life, we must be held to be referring 
only to the ordinary means the use of which are required for the 
maintenance of God-given life. To exemplify this, we assert that 
a man is bound in conscience to take food, to take medicines, to take 
fresh air, exercise, etc., because these are the ordinary means which 
enable him to conserve his life. It follows that a man who would 
when sick refuse all medical aid, and who from prejudice or ob- 
stinacy would allow himself to pass out of this world rather than 
consult or follow the advice of clinical experts, would be guilty of 
sin. But we are not obliged by any law of God to use extraordinary 
means. Such means would be those that entail very great expense, 
very great pain, or very great hardship. Should one’s life be nec- 
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essary for the good of society or of the community, then extra- 
ordinary means become ordinary, and such a one is bound to use 
all means at his disposal to preserve his life. Do not forget then 
that what is extraordinary for one man is ordinary for another, and 
that what is ordinary under one set of circumstances may be extra- 
ordinary under another. It is our view that the conditions under 
which David labors, and which beget in him a repugnance to a 
change of climate and a long residence in the mountains, with con- 
sequent separation from home and his mother, may rightly be 
looked upon as out of the ordinary. Therefore we hold that he is 
not obliged to submit himself to them, and consequently he does 
not sin by refusing to accept the dictum of his physician. He may 
be counselled to go, but he cannot be compelled to do so under pain 
of sin. The hardship, the expense, the mental pain, the loneliness 
and the fact that after all he may not ultimately recover, all these 
conspire to make the remedy an extraordinary one. 








